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The Mission of
Church Historian

Dr. Paul Pulikken

Church history is often regarded as an unrewarding and tire-
some subject, studied because of the academic compulsions and
by certain experts. For the real scholars in theology and other al-
lied subjects, the learning of church history or better church in
history is of paramount importance. It is in this respect the con-
tribution of Prof. George Menachery assumes great importance in
the historicization of Indian and Kerala Church.

Historical method

As popularly understood, history is not a blind memorizing of
some facts and figures that happened in the past. What interests us
is not so much ““the accumulated past of the church”. We try to fo-
cus on the mutual interaction of both history upon the church and
the church upon history. In theological sense, history is the arena
of God’s providential intervention in this world. It is not a haphaz-
ard, artificial, mechanistic working that God has in history. Church
history deals with the presence and working of divine grace in
the world. We study here the direction and destiny of the world
towards the kingdom of God. We analyze the role of the church in
proclaiming, celebrating, re-presenting the reality of God’s grace
and of the Kingdom. In this proclamation, the Christ event has a
central role. In the history of church and theology, the centrality of
the role of Jesus Christ is clearly affirmed.

Therefore our study of the church in history is intrinsically
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related to the contemporary situation of the world. The histori-
cal method is very important in today’s theologization. The 20™
century has amply used the historical method, which is an up-to-
date rereading of the biblical message with a deep search into the
meaning of parituclar events in history. Gaudium et Spes, the Pas-
toral Constitution of the Second Vatican II states in n. 40: “That
the earthly and the heavenly city penetrate one another is a fact
open only to the eyes of faith; moreover, it will remain the mystery
of human history, which will be harassed by sin until the perfect
revelation of the splendour of the sons of God”.

“Catholic” History

Up until now, only the north Atlantic history and culture (Eu-
rope and America) were the prevalent ones that shaped the history
of the church. According to Karl Rahner, the renowned theologian
of 20™ century, the church has had two major historical moments
and is now moving into a third. The first was the Jewish moment.
The Christ event was preached in the beginning to Israel. This is
the period of Jewish Christianity, with its centre in Jerusalem. The
second moment, which is also very much culturally determined, is
the moment of Hellenistic church, the church of Europe and the
Americas. The transition (or the break) from the first to the sec-
ond took place, with the decision (or the many decisions) to carry
the Gospel to the gentiles without imposing circumcision or oth-
er Jewish practices and customs on the new Christians. The third
moment was inaugurated by the Second Vatican Council (1962-
1965), the Council of reform and renewal in the Catholic Church.
It is where the church became truly catholic. There is a forward
movement from a church that had previously given importance
to the cultural heritage of Europe and North America to one that
embraced all the cultures of the world.

This transition from a north Atlantic church to a world church
started in the council and that process is not yet complete.

The role of church historian

Today the historian, without prejudices and presuppositions,
has to collect the data and interpret it, offering a balanced and
impartial judgment of the event that took place. Likewise, church
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historian also takes into account the events in the life of the people
of God, the community of believers and interprets those events in
the great plan of God for humanity.

The church is the body of Christ and thus it must be incar-
nate in history of the ordinary people, their life experiences, their
struggles and successes. One can view church as a static reality
with a focus on structure and organization. One can also look at
the church as a dynamic and vibrant reality, ever open to the var-
ied promptings of the Holy Spirit in different ways and sensitive
to dialogue with the different cultures and religions of the world.
This latter view is to be highlighted today in Church history. And
this was the one supported and promoted by the Second Vatican
Council.

Thus church historian is an optimistic researcher in theology
and the allied subjects. In this he can be compared to a journalist,
who makes a story out of facts and figures- a story that needs to be
unbiased. Church historian objectively and cautiously evaluates
the forward march of events in the wider panorama of the King-
dom of God. God calls human person and the community made of
human persons for a right response in individual and social lives.
It is the duty of the church historian to point out, without fear or
favour, the riches of church’s tradition as well as the failures in the
response of the members of the church.

Chevalier George Menachery, by his yeomen service in church
history, has contributed greatly to the existing fund of knowledge
on the Indian and Kerala church, especially the Syro-Malabar
church. He is a great model for persistent research, often in ar-
chives and rooms where things are “dumped”- this is the work of
historian, which is often not much trumpeted before the people.
Unfortunately the species of those scholars doing fundamental re-
search in church history and theology is diminishing. Hopefully
the example of this lay church historian would prompt those in the
academic world to deepen themselves in church history.
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I will be there
in spirit

Henry H.C.Q. Brownrigg from London

Very many congratulations on attaining the age of three score
years and ten. Please accept my advice and avoid growing old
gracefully. Growing old disgracefully is much more fun, and
keeps your children on their toes.

Alas, I do not think that I can leap in a plane and come to Ollur,
but I will be there in spirit. [ am sure that it will be a very memo-
rable occasion.

I was in Tamil Nadu in February, organizing projects on behalf
of the British Association for Cemeteries in South Asia (BACSA),
an organization with 2,000 members. We are restoring a superb
but semi-ruinous C 17th Dutch Mausoleum, the size of a small
house, in Nagapattinam. Also cemeteries in Chennai, Salem, San-
kari Durg and Madurai.

In Britain an excitement has been the election of a friend of
mine. Fra’ Matthew Festing, as Grand Master of the Sovereign
and Military Order of Malta. As you may know, the Order issues
its own passports and stamps and is recognized as a state by forty
Catholic Countries. The Grand Master, though a layman, ranks as
a cardinal and has the style His Most Eminent Highness. Matthew
is only the second British Grand Master in the Order’s 900-year
history. [ am organizing a dinner at which he will be guest of hon-
our. Anyhow, all the best, and I look forward to seeing you again
when I am back in Kerala.
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I am really sorry to write this way. Thanking you

Yours sincerely

Sr. Franco

(Former Principal,

St Joseph's College, Irijalakuda)
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Let’s Ring out and
sing our Joy!

Br. Louis Majaly MMB

Let’s ring out Sapthathi Bells;

Let’s bring out heart-filled feelings

Let’s rally round dear Menachery to

proclaim his pretty life and deeds.
Lengthy shadow of the lofty Forane bell tower*
Gently kisses quadrangular Erinjery Tharavad every morn
Whispering the call to gaze to the heights of ancient glory
Tracing the footprints of unique ancestors of repute.

Angel Raphael who walked with Thobias in solitary ways

Ensuring push to move in unknown untrod paths

Ever docile he was to the call from deep within

Ever enduring he was to realize his cherished goals.
Gathering and sharing wisdom is his persisting passion
Printing and publishing is his ever-lingering hunger.
So dear is to him ancient Erinjeri Tharavad in Ollur
The abode enriched by ancestors of nobility and fame,
A monumental house with stories for every tiny part
Inexhaustible barn of self-esteem, courage and vigor.

A man of vision and action, a star in the cloudy sky,

Who mastered realms of words, history, arts and culture

Brave he is to dream of a museum and bulky volumes

Persevering he is to grasp horizons untouched by others.
To the depths of history he dived and picked up pearls,
To the heights of fame he soared up by wings of toil.
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Strong is his will power; dynamic is his word power,
Unique are his talents to meet challenges of the times.

In silence and solitude he laboured night and day

In the sublime company of volumes old and new

Amazed he was at the little relics of bygone days

Pieces of craft in wood, stone or metal and mined books.
A glaring star he is in the firmament of culture
Enthusiastic and energetic even when entering seventies
May the bloom of his much-awaited scholarly volumes
Spread out nectar and fragrance in the years to come.

O dear Menachery, crown of the family, pride of the people,

May God have the joy that His dreams on you are realized in full.

* Forane bell tower = Bell tower of St. Antony’s Forane Church,
Ollur
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Tireless and humble work of
Propagating the Truth about
South Indian Christianity

Basil Davis
New Orleans, USA

Congratulations on your elevation to the order of Gregory the
Great! This is indeed a well deserved and signal honor for one who
had tirelessly and humbly worked for the propagation of the truth
about South Indian Christianity.

I wish you the very best on your anniversary celebrations.
Unfortunately, I will not be able to come in April. I am coming in
May, since that is the only time I am free from my work here in
New Orleans.

FHE L Rhdndis
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§21QOM)0 BAMIG2JBlEN @RAITLO0 LIElLISINE. G032 )Ml
MO HAV(BHSOIVIT]0}AN HILITN G (BATNI2000W)o GRUD1w
BNMIBHOBW)o (D39: TVYBaI®O BYalfIOM], GRY2Id0Y dYalelo],
@REUDIH; GAOD, Sl Sl. BHiaHeMmM) CHIOBEN03 HH6Ma] ald]
al0S1d:u8 MSOMIMYo MLOU2{IS)6NE. 1969-T3 @YSHN0 &)Ola TVED
210I@ VoMV EHICID POWHDTM NEAUHEMEBBB0 A lOMEBBB)0
OAVAO MV (HSITV@IMB af)BOOTVEHIaNUWIWOWOS aoely
B8OV al)OOMAIMN). ANV EHHOM0 aROCIMMSBS @ROYM)
€0080 aleMUT®MI0}OS TVaOIVWEOMINS af)WBEOTVEHIaIlWlwo
V)OS BaANYo MEMBJo AUDLILEEBUE HAISlajo H6MNB). BRMINLI af)P)O1)
001G 2)o @GN0 Gald allNIS 66IGle: GARIRLYHHUMO
0001 ®IBAMOAUIN@ AVEANIAH(AIBA0EM. AVEIICH Ao
TMoMIEHO0A0 @REMINSIajo CHOB BIOM TVOTVHHIVEEBS)0
@)SIMDT (MOELEWINS AlClBHIM alfl aleMBIMMMOBHN)0 NBAIAHEM
QilB} @@ U380 )0 MVoPLISMEUBHN)0 (alB210BMA0W]. HAm YD
21@2] aS1qYRO] HIMGHATIDMBO (A IlND AUOLIZAROW MALIEMIaV)0
2f)BOOHMEZaUWIVWOVOS EHEBAI0LISOMIOMO aflal)eile:6lay
al®a0® E®o20alTWIV®]o CRIDGHAMIOS)NBS aleMII®ERIB:0
®oEIaI0ya)dQjo QIOEGAIQ). 1990-@3 (aIQIBCMMo @SEEIW oBP)
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QPRIEBSBS ERHVGEYS af)BOOTVEHIa WL Boal MIDIWIHS
(al1V1RLIBEemMo MsEMOd Muodslajlslel. 3lalls (SN ®LM WO
&S0lW)eS (alnlav1s:0emamlene Gamocadl Mel al@)alaslaflgyens.

algglepeinglo ag)o (1984), ©H50S)EBENE MUl Boal HAVABS
c®onm’ (1987), HOWANMINEABMNINN0 HRBIVOHD HAWA MTVO
emIy 8wad 2e1niod (GHIM®IM caoem Haoeilnad esonmd
(1994 R3Mm03 RIUWVI@I), ©05)683eNA8 (HH0WIG3 80a0 (BITV®Y0
migl a8 oy (2000), QloaiTvay B2ald M@LEM] Haoslege
(2005), a10@100T 6 B30} MOEICA[OBE (2005) @)SEEIVAI GAMO
G2 RlW)OS D) DI @IHSO6T.

BHOBINAUMOHOMO @RYABLNCWISE] @ROHAWITVO] CeNIOA
W (1975-1982), GHOB aGIQUA] GREIVOTVICWaHUM ag)d> MUl ) G101
SIGlowo (1974-1984), GHOB MVOaSI®Y @RBHIBA] af)& MUl §)51al
@Powo (1982-1984), MOaUM@3 OOQAUMS (aldVlAMS M)A
@REMOMICWUM Boal DAMY (1964-1972), &:0el8e] WeMleISaVIg]
®aVMY @oWo (1980-1984), B0eilleng W)emlcaI$milgl quogLao]
ablmOMay 1g1 @owo (1981-1985), MYU0)A GRMIO)AI® aldQYOGI
&DMaVIG3 @Rowo (1978-2008), MU0)B HEIOIVBM (alTVlaS
(1985-1993), ®{U0)@ VA0 GGl quNdald HRMUAG, @LU0Id
(BI@IM 5032J0T BTNV H1)E0Q0 WDOHSE (1980 @),
Myl Mgl HILOHOIVGI Boal TVDOW MANY HHLINN HAMIA,
my2120g1s; ©TLoeeaVGl Boal @AI$MIS HOMIA, 2182] aolqROl
@REIVIMVIEWAHM Boal MY HOAUM (AITIAWMO, HeLInt HRMUA
a)@3. af)aV. ail. af)qY. )TV CRPVIBEQYB CHIVMIOM)A, BLnd
®af). ©ag). Gl. a0DeNEloes MVAlGIWowo, WEOTlaHyad aluslwo
& laHMB ©2103200, @RYABa] WEWINSlaUIM @RYAROSHS QIMS
S 1eUM HOMIG, aleIW)d WAILIn]eamdd &olaHmd eamId,
a10e12)d 23)Mlwo @IBMOIMS G (MBo Healgl HAMIAB, &:0elleng
@emlea$milgl (S1V@IM Oa1wd@ Nealemlod) NIl Growo,
CHOB a0lEIVOOIHN©3 olav@aj HIVIOOHMVG] aDDENSA@ (adanSlawad o,
eMMBaVM N3 (alavleLle06m alleowo ag)d:avle: 3510l
22191 @owo ag)MleEBeMm aflailw mlelsgSled camMmIEayal (a1ald
©103] 2])9B>06ME1 G106 aN).

CHOSOWIEN GHOSTMIM) HASIVe)e Manydien) vasSloleno
®0la] MSOMeals MWl HILAIMIN)GSIG CGAMOGC] ale®:S)
omIg)enE. MMeOE® amyWleel o 01=lwemad aavalmod
(1968), 21@2] M MMy MoaueM®@3 OaVAIMOA (Church in India
Today), enio@)@ (1969), ald&:IVIOOIRIM, GREAAIHOA3 MIAUEMTI
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WOBESETS MYEWIASE (1972), W).af)aV. H0OMEIlE; BHDNBMIG3
aBM aIglaytenad, senicudaid @eQelnadod, ). af)av. af). (1972),
M}6wod8H HILAIMIA G306 aBAS] (HIMS@ MG (2005), GAIKBAD
BBHIM(ANMM B26M HHaNAl AWVAMHMD@ Ol MBclod) GO0
(1978), wloaiw] eaIwdal MOl E; EHHOMANOMAVYBU3, MY ll®0
v ellgdelen ¢H0Manomad )sesl Mloalw] MLem8MEEBS6s
@REZA00 (alNINWo BRAIMG]A{lBN)BHEWI @ORLYAHUD® AUaOlHe)HEWI
9210 ®Ig)6NE.

21010, TVOMVENIV0, HLIBUS, HLIAUTIEEOUB, ATV
wdlEinlo IV MNITWEA]S DO IGIMOIVIOTHICLINO GaNIESO
HUWB af)S}ENHCWI, af)S)aflENGHEWO HaITDIG)MS. @PAIWIC
1300-@3 aBO0 GaNIBF0HUd (alMVIEL1E:G12IS)eNE. MANIWHS B0)
21G1@ B0aHO MoME6C]H: @RYLITY 9U8a0S MIAIW MO 8o
(10aN}HB)o VOB )d8)o MBI ISIENE. §aI0)®)o AULN®)ROW
molealno  milenigleo(oanld8)o ©OSo o G(HIGIMOS
Zd3)o MOMAL0 AU LMT@ANROW ORI DABALE:;TVIEUD
9UBa oS MEAIW] DABWETV)HS)0 0)aldEialM alT® Ml@ania]
(IV1RLTB:@1a ). 1992 DDM3 BHMIJFO)HUd DalEWIUIlEHNOM M)S
636l 1998 @@ MlEAIW] HAMNIOHAVYBWD WIHOTVM &2 IW©)
Ga00qY OalTTIG)eNE.

(aNlBG-mels;¢soemle:s A1UQE:WBENa 000 MOMO @YUV
BBB)o BRBAUEBE)0 (alalBlale9)0I0d 1966 MGG @PADBOH(S
BOVRIVIOMNBS )V IBBUMEEBS)0 1971 MM@ ErNICFO(NOnN)
8105 (aIBRUOMEBB)o 1977 DM@ 21BN AVOCTVEHICNE: BHEIO
(AIBRUMEBBEB)0 MSOIGA[00)aM). GAIUBA B0af NNBTV ag)d:aUlenil
oHMHUB, alCMO0D Boal MMM (SITV@LOMIGl ag)d:mSlenilau
MU @)S6BBIVAI BRMIT3 (aIWOMEBBosM. Mloalw] aymilwssn
8105 HEMAVUWBSMAO &)SIWIEM B(aldan. GRMOGA.

GROA2E GOMIB2D] HOBAUTENIOD IV UDIM(@ TVICH:D N
TLOOMIBNIAB TMVIASI®Y PoNEEBUE aBHOWIHEIIM) al0Wo. OO
QlaflseEmeloo @O0 aldemulmyoed:0eme)o aIglmanoe allmiman
20Q ©al0)20QO1MIOB:6NE)0 BRAWINEDMIOHIMNEJ0 QILBD1RY(3
al@laflajlg)ens. @RE3OCIHMO NIYAOOMOW GIVAIMEEBUY HEMEs)
oRIS)O MW @RAINGW)HW MTBH;] GRBOlNe|SISIMNS.

GOMOG2JBlWYOS (alAUIBOMMEEBOS @RYBG]2 )OS MloQIW]
MLoPRISMEB)o (alMndmesBg)o aflailw munelmsglene oRyeaBsleno
90la] 9aln00068BUB MTIBIWIS)eNE.
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Message of Greetings to
Friend and Scholar

Dr. Jetti A Oliver

It is heartening to note that principals and professors of various
colleges, former colleagues, several friends and well wishers have
taken up the task of bringing out a special publication in honour of
my friend and scholar, Chevalier Prof. Dr. George Menachery, to
mark his 84th Birthday.

I had the unique opportunity of knowing Prof. Menachery, ‘a
man of letters turned historian’ from the days of his leadership
as Secretary General of the ‘Church History Association of India’
(CHAI). He made repeated visits with some of his colleagues to
Hyderabad, the venue for the Platinum Jubilee celebrations and
15th Triennial conference of CHAI. He left no stone unturned,
made sure that triennium was a trend setting programme and the
Jubilee celebrations a memorable event.

He is not only a prolific reader but a prolific writer and to his
credit, there are a number of publications. The most referred to by
scholars and researchers is, ‘The St. Thomas Christian Encyclo-
paedia of India’.

His devoted service to CHALI, its nationwide expansion, work
reinforcement, persistent perusal of history of Christianity writ-
ings, inspiring newsletters and such other made Chevalier Me-
nachery a household name among the historians and the larger
family of the CHAL

He made us proud with the recognition conferred on him with
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the title Chevalier by the Holy Father Pope Benedict X VI, a rarest
achievement for an Indian christian historian.

His understanding of ecumenism and networking made such an
impact that he has been a continuing accredited media represen-
tative for events at the Holy See, the Vatican and the Assemblies
of World Council of Churches - the two prominent apex bodies of
the “World Church’.

He is always found to be young at heart to take up any chal-
lenging opportunity to lecture, to motivate, to research, to write,
to disseminate and to inspire the students and the scholars across
the nation.

Chevalier Menachery’s mission centric life is a great motiva-
tional factor to one and all. The two dimensions of the quote of the
famous late President of United States of America, John F. Ken-
nedy, ‘write a book worth reading or live a life worth writing’ is
seen and experienced in the life journey of Chevaliar Menachery.

It is therefore, a great pleasure to bring on to record the fore-
going few words and greet Chevaliar Menachery on the occasion
and wish him further milestones to be achieved through his pen
and for the admirers, pen the illustrious events, in the life ahead of
this legend in his own time..

I congratulate everyone behind the scene of the publication and
would wish to be one among them in saying ‘Jayaho Chevaliar
Menachery’ under the protection and the providence of the Triune
God.

N\GRY

@OMAHSOMM OB 6(aldad. (€AWI) ERIADET E2MIEE R@IRIGRS(OMA0 191



Prof. Chev. George Menachery

Dr. Charles Dias, Ex. M.P.

Prof. George Menachery is known to be the most prominent of
Church historians from Kerala who has spent his life for the doc-
umentation of the churches and its background and history. Born
on 2nd April, 1938 at Kattur, Thrissur Dt., Kerala to Menachery
Erinjery Thoma Kochouseph (E. T. Joseph) and Alappatt Pala-
thingal Puthenpura Kunjuvareed Kunjethy , his family is well —es-
tablished and settled at Ollur near Trichur town. Alumni of the St.
Joseph’s College (Trichinopoly), St. Thomas’ College (Trichur),
Devagiri College (Kozhikode), and University College (Trivan-
drum) he was keen in diversifying his interest to several areas.

He is one of the very first to study, research, propagate, and
introduce many aspects of the history of Kerala and its peoples
through his forays into the fields of Archaeology, Anthropology,
Place Name Studies, Numismatics, and Epigraphy in a scientific
manner through his many books, research papers, and through his
presence in the media, both print and electronic including Radio
and TV programmes, websites, exhibitions, and museums, and lat-
er on through the many organisations he founded for the study of
Kerala history. His long association with many national and inter-
national history-related organisations and bodies and his connec-
tion with the Church History Association of India, especially as its
Vice-chairman and General secretary, and as the vice-chairman of
the International Christian Studies wing of the Institute of Asian
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Studies (Chennai), as member of the Advisory Board of Archaeol-
ogy (Govt. of Kerala), Executive Committee member (and Chief
Editor of the Malayalam Literary Survey) of the Kerala Sahitya
Academy, Member of the Governing Body of the Christian Chair
of the Calicut University, Vice President of the Newman Associa-
tion of India (Bombay 1964-1972), Executive Committee member
of the Census of India Publications wing (Kerala), President of
Kalasadan (1985 - 1992), Visiting Professor of Christian Art at the
Pontifical Institute, Alwaye for a quarter of a century(from 1984
to the present) and at other seminaries inside and outside Kerala,
Life Member of the Numismatic Society of S. India, Place Names
Society of India, office-bearer and life member of Kerala Histo-
ry Association, Kerala History Congress, Founder Director of the
Leadership Training Institute (from 1967 to the present), member
of the (Arch)Diocesan Pastoral Council for three decades (from
1978 to the present),founder president of the Kerala historical re-
search society, founder life member of the Sahridaya Vedi, HOD
and P. G. Professor of English, Member of the Senate and the Stat-
utory Finance Committee of the Calicut University and helped to
bring to the field of historical study and research a new enthusiasm
and a new vigour.

His greatest contribution to the study of Kerala History is
perhaps that he inspired and trained a galaxy of researchers who
have promoted historical studies on an unprecedented scale. His
works paved the way for the scientific study of Church Histo-
ry and Christian culture including art and architecture and have
been instrumental in producing many doctoral theses and research
publications. His deep enthusiasm for IT has been instrumental
in making a drive for 100 per cent IT literacy, esp. among the
older generation and in the setting up of the official websites of
many institutions and organisations for the past two dozen years.
His knowledge of printing techniques and command over many
modern languages esp. Malayalam and English combined with
his exceptional communications skills have made him the ideal
speaker at many national and international seminars and contrib-
utor to many journals and periodicals in his fields, both as editor(
e.g.Christian Orient, Dukhrana, Journal of St. Thomas Christians)
and as contributor.. During his many visits to three dozen foreign
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countries he was able to visit and study in dozens of museums
and libraries and to lecture at universities and other institutions
and organisations. The St. Thomas Christian Encyclopaedia of In-
dia (1973, 1982, 2009), The Thomapedia (2000), Indian Church
History Classics Vol. I “The Nazranies” (1998), Die Wunder-
bare Geschichte der Nazranees oder Malabar Christen von hei-
ligen Thomas, (in German) (1994), Kodungallur the City of St.
Thomas (1987), Pallikkalakalum Mattum (Malayalam) (1984),
Pathirakku Oru Irangippokku (Malayalam) (2002), Glimpses of
Nazraney Heritage (2005), are his more famous works, in addi-
tion to a number of outstanding souvenirs and commemoration
volumes. His contributions to the setting up of many museums
have been much appreciated, esp. the pioneering Trichur Diocesan
Museum (1980-now defunct), the Kakkanad Museum of the Sy-
ro-Malabar Archiepiscopal Centre, and the Palayur Museum. He
has conducted many major exhibitions at Trivandrum, Bangalore,
Madras, Kottayam, Ernakulam, Changanassery, and in a few cities
outside India. He has won a number of prestigious awards such as
the Mar Thoma Puraskaram for History and Archaeology (Chan-
ganassery), LRC award for History and Archaeology, Joseph Ne-
dumkunnam History Award (Vaikom), John Alenchery History
Award (Vadavathhoor), Archdiocesan Media Commission Jubilee
Award (Trichur), Darsana Award (M. Vijayam Sahitya Samithi),
LEC Award (Ollur) etc. and has been honoured by many organisa-
tions and institutions all over India and abroad. Recently the Daar-
sanika Vyjnanika Award of the KCBC for visionary thinking and
scholarship has been bestowed on him, and Pope Benedict XVI
made him a Chevalier last year conferring on him the Membership
of the Equistrian Order of St. Gregory the Great in 2008. In 2009
bestowed on him is the P. Thomas Foundation Award instituted in
honour of the famous Indo-Anglican writer on Indology and the
author of Christianity in India and Pakistan.

Prof. George Menachery’s visits to the Vatican was utilized for
the deep study of church architecture and also to explore more
on the centuries old traditions the Church followed. These studies
he has documented and brought out for the Christian audience at
large.
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As one of the lively figures of the Kerala History Association,
Prof. George Menachery took keen interest in research and study
on the erstwhile native kingdoms of Travancore, Cochin and Mal-
abar. He is regularly conducting lectures on these and has enlight-
ened many to go for deep study on Kerala history.

Considering his all round contributions to history, Theology
and other social subjects and more of his great contributions to
Church history , the Sam Higginbottom University of Agriculture,
Technology and Sciences (SHUATS) Allahabad bestowed on him
on 27 Oct. ‘22 the honoris causa degree of Ph.D. in Theology.

Respected by a large section of people, Chev. George Menach-
ery continues his research and studies and impart his knowledge
to thousands.

NOe#/°
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D). GRAIMI l0MEJ3ENIEMD

RWEDHIQ 20MIDOSOUB BHFIMOTE M0 aBAI0)o HSHSIE]
#9)INO N}0}RBMEBEB0S06MELI0. RNV VI af) @ CWO
@RWYOalHOO M0 GHENASIAM). af)MNIGT f)2l0alo)o Be0 o1
©lod Mo VIWIMIendlel 308mdglod meBElmlcianaclel.
@oal)@qjo aileid MO0EUIREWINS @YBARUD al)0)eUMOOIW] @om)
&M al(@EEBS0V] @1YEAUUBIVWE:00W] @RAIGUDHISN)0. 630)
a)GIMOSODIOL! aflel al)atialdBud MVaileuat (VORL @RYALEE]BHMMO)
GalopelL @B HAVMO MDY GH»HeaH@ allayodmilw)o
@OWYdaldhM)o @YW B0} HOT MQICMNBIB0o HalLlalSla] 6O
80) 80)aldS N)0V)RIMOV HNMSIVISINE. af)HAN GO0 TVIOW]
Mo 2))@}d00 2ilLI0)eS )OGS MVA@AICERMO TVABO6MTW
Mo ¢ROABEE GAMIGB] VOB, MEIT alOWAM)o MLIT
©21Q)010M)0 Mem aldlwlelafla) GRWIOAISHEOO TuoenITUWla]
Qiludlanyo GAMOE@] MVIOIOHM &h)Ola] ERGHOENS &S BHU HAM
BEOMS)OD B30) TVAO(TV(AIREM GEIB:0 210BTMIIND  agf)am))
B3»06MB)o @REIR0MIBAORO6N. @REGZA00 BIWM0 al)BeM2l((BMOOH®
&6M3) H Sl B1ENMDIMOG3 @AITVEO2lAl)0. @RYENIB
@PELYOOVG: @RY2I0OYMOGITZ AROITMONINWIBE TVANEUAH TLOIM
MOEMBAN M2EHOIWI0. af)(@EVWI Gal@I6M BREZAOEOIN MO0
N0V 20M 2] ERGUO BHHlEM @RYELINIMO HaITGIGIEe)IMN D).
2a000il AUBBEOMOUB @omsgoﬂ@ooﬂ(ﬁ MSCMad @R)BOILMAI
MSOTIO®EL] MVIaCI® 26N RAIVIOLI af)ead 1)OIMILNAS. NOTW]
2a00ODONG aldQIMaldBalCREBSIC8 EAIGBE TV)B)B00 BRFICHIS
@Adafla) HOWIMIS B06MIBHVEL] EREGAOOTINMW BaOIGDI
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aiload 208Yo (2007). (@10aDAVA & G200 |88 @O VV®IENY6IB
)9S voeNJo )M HIGIVIGE aBHMOW] MSMM) M )M Bl
(1-7-1996) DUB6Q|S;TVIV@ ®OMW N)O)RORMEONIS)BH VOB
GROTRM @RYWISOWI)aM). 1927 BEHRENIA 14M MAVYAB TVIDO(ADY
Ao ®1QIRIBYAN  @RYBYrLISEMIGE Moawle]l aqLmAUTlay
ALEMVIM GHU(@o @RYEMELI0 MAMOS HLILIWo. D 2101(@®
2)a0)3OMOOM HaldSIMSIHWSITD HaldMERM (VORLWICLIEE
BN QUM al0lWodllaj®)o B0) aldlWlaleo allRWlaj®m)o
CRIOD0 HENE a@QaNo alello a3ymleeowm aEl®)o @oadlom
POMVRLIT]HMAOW NITWIHICVWIS)BB 2g)OMW NYJOJaRWOS
BOMREM. @RE® Qfld:00Q0WalcWIs)o Ailaloodlaimlewos)o &)sl
©@oeM 22 M3 1)) 2NlINBHUWB MM DANES lE:)UDEO)b:.

&S0 M0MVo 24 HAUBSIWOSal Do MGG MOB GRG(alo
all®20iload EPREaMVIGE GPOEEBOIW B0) MLEIBM TVAOMWOE
8DGa 003 )] mm%%zs& 203 @PG(alo, OB BDENM af)an] HA(®O
Ga0elleOma0den)o al)0ED GHOS TVLOasI®Y @REHIBAN (alrvlanens
@ 6(a10aNaVd MVflBOMM, CGUWIBRE 00T B)MISH)S]
OSEBBIY (AIMI®OIOS TLIATIWY0 HBH0ENS TLAUMANAIW MVoRAI
20010y caIdl®lo ALEIV)o. MDWIOS BIEMOC] EWIHEOG
eMslo ¢ROBE GAMOG2d] MVIClOM®)o HlaUMAINIVYOS EHOBo
af)aD HIGIWOS SHBOMOAUO® (00 AUBSLH0QT EROAOMBBOMS
af)MIAUHOW)o MBAUTVOODIT (AIGD® o TVABE]Y). BRMIG]A]
Toolm GWIHRE0g eIEla @G AVEIMIaHo (aldSlalaped>06ms
aflel (a182aUHB HaVOl, ag) 2lleled»Hes ®E3wlw Wemleals
MGlBW386 DEZAOHOM ED(alH000 BANYo ©21QYIM EGHIANIOID
OB alEdDN6|S)HW)o alBl®aillen)HhW)o HaIT®). HOQIGRID
o{I881w)es Q19H9)LIOW BBIa0CH )TV (aleNINLEDIIOM
Gal@l@d 20 HREOIANN) GIGHEOG HBHIS)OM HIOJo DELG]a]
26Q00) (AIBIAUBM GOMIG2]GC] 000 OO0 BAVIN) HAMOHHSO
@)@ MAMIW] af)M B)S1EEHHIM ROATIEL alEHH af)2I00I0)o
B0)GaldL! af)SIOM)alO6II HO0YANS GAMIG2O] qLOCIOHM
@RWY0aldM1G3 @RMALITMRVIGIEN)aN @RYUOaD @RBIdAIAI
OO @RAIO@WINS BRMMIOW)o @)LIlHWIBE af)( @D
(aI@1B0 e9aIRAle UIGBYEMo AileBrEm)o MVERIGCAIGIG:gEleNo VB
©OS MEHMEBBSIRN0 DRI IBDOW] (aldSlafla)). DOMOO GRM)W
a0 l®OIW @OW 00 IHHBH6 BRWIHo TVAIM@HSILL. ERAIGHE GREM
0 @RI0MIAIE). @REl::0el BOBMIBHO0 &)0la] allaslen)Emioud
M0 (VORU1EHH)AM aldM)AUIW B0) (AlCMI&H® BGRAIO00)0 60)
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allart©@o ai0la] @R® alClajla] &0elo &$lajaioLl, :Sa MIdalasla]
QIOE! e M@, ANELEIDIMATIN) @RaPOCMBH LEMIMIHS)OS
TURIREIMLRIOTIIPAI (2 IRILIN0Y ®O06BZeM @RAIAQ. Rlalmauileng
MaM® GRRIRI®HO8V)o Maldudlee)Mm 80} MVAN® ®@RAIGIG3
@06M)o MU0 HAVMA EMILMT GHICBEINL! CORIBSIT GRMI
¢aJol MO8 B0} GRWOaIHHM AI(@2OVIO)ATIEL. ¢2ROAEE CAMIGT]
af)aM @PWI0ald08 @RWIOVM QlGaHo VM lee)M M0Ba] MOV
COMIS)ES] @AUWIRIGE (216QIUTlEN)MIVI0)IIel @REZOOmIOM
@OWY0aIM Glalal®@Io. MVIASIMIOWIM @RAOGI) TVED alGl(@o
al)EODM N HAV®A HLIO0)aIEEBUS CBHOBOMING MMV HS)OS
@M 2101(@0 @)SE33] @REZAN0 BREME0 HOAUREMIMIB: AflaHWeaB
Slo3 @AINIA0AN0 BRWIGIGIH®®)o GMSl. MO eal0y®)o
QLMW (alBIaHEMEBUE DD NIn0)MEI AllatWlEn)M®OW]
#06mMdo. Tuoad aldleaRlE3 @RWIRI aldQRO@E B:DeMdmilallenwoelo
TLOOMIBIGH MUBIVHSIGE @YWL MV}alGlal®EEB3V @RUOW
BB810 (Al0GWIUIH: (alTVEMIW)88 MIBGZUEBSJo MI06I
QAUWOWVI0}aN) @ERERAOOVIMWHO QUOBNBU3. EGRAMIEG2B] aLOOIM)
MonITWlajlseamogo mloalw]l quemMsMeBsIcd @RGGA00
MVOMVOGIENNOD Calo®] af)M BREOB;IENC @RYEOAllalg)88™ow]
D GRIAIGM @ROINM)E:)SO. aBOME:ILN0 B0) AlaHVOHTMEN)Cla]
af) W89 @ERCIVI@IMIG BaN)o alOWIMIE! af)M) @REZaOAN0
a0 @OV EHSlglel. Lemomo @®INNG (alIBEDH80e1)0
T&ElBOea|S)IN) af)MEL] @10)AlalMo (ACIW 1. 19) HAVMO
GO CHINBR)AOV] MNITWHS)AN@OW 60} TVoBAlo @M
M2A1EO}MG af)H NNJO}MILONHY &:)S}0MIB)EITNH@HV H@®IZO
MM @ERElS000001GlEN)0. 1966-T3 @RYWIO}AN) @OGGa0
@193 aflanao. GRENILIO @RANSIHE aFla3l GRW§dald:MI
Do) alemil8s] MICOWEMERGMOIM B0) NoWB al(@o af)P}®]
‘@lealem] amvowmo’. OYB1OM (2 llDD (B®E3UDTV HA(®O3 203@
GR06M GAMIG2JAIWIAOW] VIO WIRIVENBS B)S)06NI Gald)
eniamwo. allamiS aIm 208 (ANIMAVINY AI10PqSS1W@0WV] @O
ai15)808 MERIMWIBS 6NITWo. MANIAMOW] @RED AUSES @RYEIN|OS
al10RIO0IE:03 @OAINSINIW] BRSO ENITWo. EDOMOO 60} (@eale]
MoAo TVAGHUTVOENINWo GANO @RYBHNIEN) @RAINHIU0A2 ]SO
@YD, AHNCBO CalOHHISOBBEBO QUS| HYeNB)H»)Bo allmoailem
@)S)06NINAOW)o BO) NITWo MLNAlEHe|SEMHAMNIEM af)dY
@R (Na0o. MHD GOAS Daslad:03 @RGIa|PREsIeNe @RAIWINRINAIAG
@O0 GRIBE MOBMEa Gl MVOB MVREWIS (alUIBOWIEe)E:W)o
MRV #6GAUME] QAI0R1H9)H D)0 @RAIGOUEBBUBHNGAINE] VIO

1 98 @OIEHSOMB HHA. 6)aldad. (BA)) 6RIGDE EAMIEIE ROMIRIGHS(OMA0



2)Q3OM)HWI0  OaIYIAND  HI6MYGMIOWE  @REIAIMOHIT3
@PE100106)HVLIO® B5)0 GROR)®OS}BVHRIT @18 ajwsm).
WIS 2IElEHANMM agQalo AILIW MIn0)A@IWIV daHalelwd
TMLOOMo @REZAOODIM MTHEIST HAUOYODWVE]. BRIV
@RAEI®RLl, @RY(Na0ne] ag)IMmoem MmO allaietl2|®). GHHocsE]
@lam alloa)oj@IMEUaHo aBdMOW] MSM)o BISIV)o ldaMm)
MRYEH9)0 TMIa0IMIATIM)0 2IBI@@HIMI0 HMGM VAN S
21001 TVoERIAIMEU MVEVOMa] af)O (Al 1JE}MILNAT 84 @R
afloamogled (a103@mNM MIBAILORIA0W @RYUDOIVHHUY @A lOeS.
D @RAITVOO @IMUDIORIBHINS DERUTla )BH06MR)BS MRO6MIE:
)OS al@IWlalTADIWOS BINDIHHOIM SHSIOMD® BIW ROV
B0)MMN). HOBAI0 BREGFAOHDE AOBEAMOTAWIHS AW MLOD V@3
@R)W)0OCOONY6BRBIG3 MMIWo BRMYNaSIEHNNT af)MM B0) (aldd
DM S01HOT3H)S].

N\ORY

@OMAHSOMM OB 6(aldad. (€AWI) ERIADET E2MIEE R@IRIGRS(OMA0 199



GW). CRIBDR 6aMIC9|@]-
(n1&)B0 alROMIW (al@IR

0(nldal. 6RIM MINQS

O(a10a0aVd GROBREE GOMICCIW)o AMIMIo U@ HTVLAZ
@M EHOE8EI03 BaNa] B8MN0AIBHUHHOIWI)IM). @REGZaN0
£l 210000 €218M®@1903 30 ABaHo, AMIM (all-WIW ailayod
@O ¢2IBM@IHA BINI0QIBaHo. GREID &P IV @REGn00
Q@ IMOMIV)IN). alddav)o an)UBIYIAl ad5)0 HOSW)OVI)AM)
@PEROOMINM GOlaHo. @ GAUUOMIT @RAN GAUOO @RWOa
S000)MM30W0}avlel. AIgHO VMRS ROIOINSIHN)EMIOUS
@RGRANO B0)aldS &O0L6EBUS al0WIROWIDYMM). AldletD) 86
CGQIMEM)o  CGAIMNEZIOID®ODIOD. @RHN)SOMIC  af)Ga oGO
al0®EOMO0) AUIBHIWV0}AM) o) MOOMVEGHIaIWIW. @REZa00
aleflaymIgl @@ allale:dloajslene o3e0ca|dsn) amqyleln
PN} e®IMaVIEl. @PE3a00M1nnd ArlSINS}OHOMEEBIM2)SS
aBE®I allSld )M @REMNM]He) EMIMIWBS). af)BOOTVELO
oWl og)iMO@3 Al2EMOMEHU0200EMMM0 af)2J0 @RAIAN::S)0
@R®IT3 VR0 lBlHN}MM) af)MMIORVOHH DUIOBNIBBOMS
aflom®)o MLOVERSIO).

@R AlZamomuoaIwIeN aflimls @RE3a00 quIamo alliflow
ODOREIMS)OM®. @IMIEM BREFaOHDM QAUIMIIV@M0 (VOGEL
WM)o ERYSPIVWD. HD @OAVOWIVEM®Io BREZAOAWINM alland:
gleno (alaIdomlde:gleno (aldsaodloym). aflan’ls &0} oyl
@RW0alBHMIVIOMIBAM af) AN af)MBOOTVEGHIaITWI® (6nil50
MleoVcaIss MWV @IMIHEM DEajo9lo BREGa0o AMI]
L1HS1V15}0MEAN) G@IAMYATILL. GRAHILICID @RWIOaldAH6),

200 @OIEHSOMB HHA. 6)aldad. (BA)) 6RIGDE EAMIEIE ROMIRIGHS(OMA0



(IC® 1] BOaHIW0aIBHABE) aBQAl0 af)B)a|OIE3 £IG§MOV0)M
0a00MM (VMO0 BR@IVIO)MM). B0}al0S HOOVLEBBUT BRO®OHAN
alClaflaf). LG 2 lOCWENE BG00463BB)OS @REIW)0 BADANORIOHE
alOlaflaj@ (nil50MIEHWIEM. @REMINS @OWLIaIMo ag)Mlde)o
830} SeIVOVIEMIBN). A0W12J0G3 QAIBO)0 af)dT) &)6OMENH] B0
IO @IHM Hald0)B)o af)MH alOM@IND (nil50MIEHW)0
GO0 aflel 0an0MMY (VMOEBIIA0EM. aB®) OOCNIL)N)SS
)P} HO0MY0 (aldTVoUTld Mo AWOQO o) A AflEuoaH]
afleeeals)an @rsimunom ailaleesud fIElajlo)M®) af)BOHTVEZHI
TG MIMOIWI0)IM). GRENILIOD @OQI @RaySla] al)md®
B 0)alOMI@3 TV)B:H]2lO)0N). DHHOLICMOIAUNS @A B>MUYISAIC3
Guwoaldla] allo@em)MIlad £IGyMIEHVIBlENaM). EBMUYIFO)BHUB
BSOS OB MSHHOM alg)o Qllwo LISIMROLHIVWEDINS 0anOM
o) eeelEnIols:ud @RQIuo2lelomoV]l. BRMINMG a0LIOAEIMISMO
(endlgomiles HSmMIM] @RS ajaliegenEl alam).

) MOOTVERZIIWIV (NI50MIBH MDD PoWHO® oFQal}o
(a10206M]H20Q  GOAIVWOVWDOHENE G0N Y HAUWOYHSIG3
BIBLMOMH)IM® (NII50MILOHWINS @RAIANHSIEM. @REMINSIalo
2Q) aflel All2eMOIMENIWEBBIOSW0. @PMAIW] Gald Mlens
NEAlHMEBSIENSS TVA0a0Cl2) @GRCIAT EROGIMOGE GRGIHNY
oM@ (aIIBEM2flo)M® QN3OS &)5OTAWIEM. MSailg
ll2emomes:0000 MAlG:G1HM)E: af)IN WLEMANo GRAIOYHS HHUDAI]
@RUVI0)IM). @EOLIBIT H0LIERSILNOS LIBJAIS)IM @ROIAN el
20Q6BBU3 RUIOHAHIBBIO® alPERIND BHO0LEBBU EMIM)0 HBHOFIWO
Goe10aHl2f) MSEaMeM.

MOW)o alOM® O(aldaDTVA GROBREE COMIG2ClW)OS
VMoo aleilajajo @Y @alTVIWOS @YPAIo AlOWIM
GAIMEIo6M). @RE3A0ORI0) “‘BQIUB al5080” agf)dm aflcudatla]l
S9N (aI@IROAVAEM. af)P}@6Mo, alsMUIGMIOD OB06MNE
af) Q) @BHEMo, af) WG HalQemo, (ahjall GMILHEMo, @RSIWOS
alailwaesud (vrLleeMo. Handeelm soTdd: ag)am
afllewala{lendanmm W10 (A IW@Mo. @RAINENIW WUDIW
303U9Y QN0 HOSINWBB AIGHLGENIOWAI 0 BRYWIOYM) BRGGa0
@I (alWOM AEIWMo. afloaN &)S}oenNIOI@WIM) WMV
H1SIO®)0. MO@EII0 BHEME) OMHIENE MOANWIET @REGaO0 D
®1BLOWI(@T6) DOEEIDIBl2f®. GRGIO (a1000E20W] CHOS
OOl a)EOMM aISS]BHB)o CHU@ME@BBo TVMBAUWla] 2ICI®
aloQl)o QiluIOIVAINANA0W @RAIWIOS (alOWIMIOAMEN)Ol2]

@ISO O 6)(aldad. (8AI) ERIGDET €2MIECIE BIFIERS(OMN0 201



GRIAIMEBBUS ag) PIMHWV)o 2il(@EBBUE MVA0AOG]EN)BHDI0 OaIDD.
alloan ®alyW)es @RS)Om celsemIcelds M1EBE]l. @@Mos
@P2JSl. HANCOM®) Galdeel @R sSlaildy alle:aSlendom &:0elo.
as)ail@d aEomilensm amqlailemeaElw @Raf)d:)So HEMMBOTIVO).
@REM®OWOLN0 @REZANOMIM TVo@iai®m] Mm@l MM
MeInnoM8s (aIM1EL1E:06mMo. M)aN) AAILERSIWV] HAVAF CMOAMS
(HIN@I0 ) BOHTVEHASNUWI® all0oMEaoUd BRO®O0) CLIOH:
MeInomss (aIrSlewle:06ma0lomIdam). ¢2R0ALE M0aHB)o,
O6(HTOAUTVRD B0 ALIVWISGUWBEN)0 @REIDIMIBHIQIAN
(aIV1RL1B06Mo. GBHAIRIHMO0) QAUILEDOM al)MSME:0 2o(®0el
). MO®ON) MVIATMAVISHIM BHO0R6M. 80} ®IBGMNISM
O®1OM OORHAUFIHNHUW GaldORI D @REMIAHEMO aB®OM)o
@MENIATW MV el U3EN)0 BHI0MROW]. @RAIOVEIIL @O H6®:
al) M@ EBBIOW)0 2 l(MEUEIVEBBBOW0 ALIVIB HOAULEHOM B
IS UBHS M)MDIB)S)HSOVIBAN).

alflGajo9)o alLIcoW)o ®IGlaj0lwom QllaaIR0W TVEBICMDY®Io
®(alda0. GRIGEE GRMIG 01OV VWLNOTVAWo @LOOAIW] &enzol
601) af)MNGIOM OBIAOOEMAIET BREZOOWIM) LIEla HaHalellwd
MOoMo o) alelle @eow)1e:000. B @REGAOMBTIN) EOLRTVBAV)H
gleelsn)o altMBlIOIVEGHSICRISN0 AUFIG0MM). @MAIW] 002R683UD
MBAUBIHNHIM BRAINOORD)HS]. @AM (Y MV2)a00 BREZOODOD
(V0EL1HH0M H5:006MA0W]. BIGOI WI(MW)o BIGOI al)@EAIGlW)o
@REZAOODIM al)@IV GPRM)EAIEES)0 @R01A)20VEMI3MMN). ERMIG3
alBI®)o @REGZa00 al)MIME6EBBOSE.

CHO8 MVE 3P0 @ROIWHQ|S)AN Ay ®IRWIomIdaN)
®(aldan. GROG2E 6aMOG2 0l alciwlsesBgleno 80sl msam
@REGRA00 (AIBaHEMEBBUE MSOBI. @A AISIGAN0 OIVEEANMIW0)
am). 80) @00 MVORIHEMESUELIl. GRD &)SIOT BRYIVIOBL Q0.
DD @ROIANG:S)0 (alBOAHEMEEBBINEM H(aldnn. GRIGRE GOMO
¢2Clo® cWoBd caMICaClwIse] ®IBOM®. (a1WIUIEoHIHAl
(@peInomIoGlnRI) Voo adlPlaBEMINge TVAAIGEIDU0ORITG6HEM
DH600 OB a@gano ALl @16lajolanEMEIV®. 2022-@3 BOGH0
6NIAB 27 HLI BHITMVAUCHNHMITY HAla] @OAUAB BRERAOHED B6MOC]
GWOBREOG M@ @RRCla)). (aI®IEHUE DOWHOOQ]S)A) af)aD
@19g Mel ©Ba0MEMo. @R 1HI06BUY AleIden) QI6EB)H»:W)o
GUIBHEOYPNHUB MS1H9)FHVW)0 HalQAN MANHOD BHOBOBIGI
DO®I0) @I QIBER 2108OmIEN). B(aldan. GRIGDEE CGAMIGCa]

202 @OIEHSOMB HHA. 6)aldad. (BA)) 6RIGDE EAMIEIE ROMIRIGHS(OMA0



OlYes 6™ {l0floel AIBENMISAIV AOQI0) @}AIG3. DD H@Iq]l
@R6MIEOM) ©®ONBOAI00 @REGZa00 @RYWIOOH]HWOMNIA®)
al)BeRalBeOM SHEMBO).... MBAUIBOVHA0W AVEADOHA6EN
DGa]0Ud @OGEGa00 @PM)BANEH)IMND). ERGIEMINSIajo BREGAOOTIIM
@R VNOOOMOM (AldBANMIa)BQYROW @YUDOTVB:UE BGMOS,
W06 NVEIDIHEOMINS, a)BENAMEIVIOS.

MY 6RIMadM)’ €688, 63AUE!

@OMAHSOMM OB 6(aldad. (€AWI) ERIADET E2MIEE R@IRIGRS(OMA0 | 203



RE-IMAGINING AN EARLY MODERN
‘ROMO-SYRIAN' CHRISTIAN SETTLEMENT
IN COCHIN: OLLUR AND ITS ENVIRONS

N. J. FRANCIS
Professor, Department of History
Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit, Kalady

Professor George Menachery initiated in Kerala, more than five
decades ago, what proved to be a very fruitful scholarship on the
Syrian Christian art and architecture, and an academic activism
for the preservation and conservation of a tangible heritage which
emerged in the context of a long history of the Syrian Christian
life worlds. As a younger student of History, and a still-younger
colleague of his, I have also been a reader of what Prof. Men-
achery contributed to this scholarship in the form of articles and
edited volumes of an encyclopaedia on Saint Thomas Christians.
I simply wondered as to what made him a perpetual seeker and a
habitual scholar throughout, of the Syrian Christian heritage in its
various manifestations. I did not have to wander much for find-
ing out at least one significant probability, which was, in fact, not
far away for anybody to seek and find out, but one very near to
his ancestral residence at Ollur: the Syrian Christian settlements
and market-town, which was built along, and at times around, the
Church. I use the latter part of the sentence above consciously, for
this was how Prof. George Menachery, as far as my understand-
ing of his writings goes, best perceived the Syrian Christian heri-
tage—not as a sacred architecture and its art viewed in isolation,
but as a built-environment, whereof the affiliated community of
layers of the laity and the priestly lived and prospered over the
centuries.
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I present below some imaginaries of how this Syrian Chris-
tian settlement and the life world would have functioned in the
late 18th, and the 19th and early 20th centuries, within the Prince-
ly State of Cochin, and also as to how this imposing presence of
a tangible heritage, in its multiple manifestations, inspired later
generations of the laity for reviewing their own volatile religious
and community identities. Prof. Menachery was in the forefront
of this movement of searching for, re-examining and researching
this heritage, with a clear perception of its generative potential
for the social capital of the community. It is an honour for me to
write in appreciation of his life-long endeavour in this regard, and
I dedicate this article as my tribute to Prof. George Menachery’s
understanding of how heritage could, and heritage alone, beget
further heritage as part of the social capital of a community.

What is peculiar about Ollur and its environs in the context of
Syrian Christian history on the Malabar Coast seems to emerge
in the form of material evidence only by the middle of the 18th
century although the site may have still earlier, perhaps even late
medieval, foundations. This need not be an assumption given the
extensive structural activity that took place in and around Ollur by
the middle of the 18th century, including one of the most elaborate
landscaping and architectural remaking of any elaborate settle-
ment pattern that took place in the Christian topography of India,
outside Goa and Cochin.

The Dutch East India Company controlled the shores of Kerala
during the 18th century, and the Syrian Christian churches and their
laity under the Carmelite, and often under Jesuit, establishments
were fast getting isolated from the Goan and European Roman
Catholic establishments. Similarly, communities in the vicinity of
old Cochin and Crangannore were finding it difficult to communi-
cate with their brethren living further north and south, who were
parceled out among different political entities. The ‘Travancore
Lines’ further curtailed movement and communications among
these groups of people, who needed mobility, in the second half of
the 18th century. This was, therefore, a period of continued crisis
for the Syrian Christian people on the Malabar Coast. The rise of
clustered settlements in the interior, like those at Ollur, during the
18th century, owes part of its foundational dynamics to this crisis
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Prof. George Menachery with Prof. M.G.S. Narayanan,
Prof. T. R. Venugopalan, and Fr. Antony Mechery at Ollur
(Photo: N. J. Francis)

in terms of patronage, adaptations, and furthering of life-worlds.

Migration of trade-oriented families, to begin with, and fol-
lowed by cultivating groups from the long coastal strip between
Chetwai and Cochin, thorough Kodungallur, would have added to
an already existing Christian population on the safe, small hill-
ocks east of the backwaters and water-channels. The family names
of the area still commemorate, as at Ollur, this migration from the
coastal strip to the safe interior hillocks, along the navigable wa-
ter-channels, and through the backwaters.

The settlement pattern that had emerged by the 18th centu-
ry was clearly Palli-oriented, but with a difference from the still
earlier Palli-oriented Syrian Christian settlements of the medie-
val times. The central difference was a combination of agrarian
and market-oriented life styles of the settlers beyond the sea-shore
or port-settlements, with the church as the nodal point for both
the forms of economic activities. Thus, as Prof. Menachery un-
derstood it better, treating the Syrian Christian heritage simply in
terms of the architecture of the church no longer makes sense for
explaining the life-worlds of the community; but only in terms
of the entwined nature of the sacred architecture in the midst of
the mundane homesteads of residential structures along a mar-
ket-place, not far away from the cultivated fields. This is the basic
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Carved and embellished wooden pulpit, Ollur
Photo: N. J. Francis

premise put forward by Prof. Menachery for appreciating the tan-
gible Syrian Christian heritage on the Malabar Coast of any spec-
ified time-frame. Time-travel over the development paradigms of
the 20th century is essential for any meaningful reconstruction and
imagining of heritage, both in the antiquarian sense of the anti-
quary or else in the more scientific and professional sense of the
historian and archaeologist.

Going beyond Church architecture helps one find out the need
of approaching the impressive layers of residential structures, big
and small, arrayed in geometric circles with the architecture of the
church at the centre. The market-places studded with residential
structures were originally aligned to the roads to the south, to the
west, and to the north, whereas expansion to the eastern part of the
settlement beyond the present north- south high way is of a com-
paratively later development.

The movement of men and materials from Ollur was mostly
towards the waterways in the southern and western part of the set-
tlements, which link the site with market-settlements spread along
the system of backwaters and canals, which were once known as
the ‘Trichur Lake’ in the British and Cochin records. It is still possi-
ble for students of history to find out and map the Syrian Christian
Church-settlements along the edges of the Trichur and Enamakal
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Trichur and its environs based on Jon Gould s map of 1816

(N. J. Francis, ‘Footprints on the Sands of Time,” The Hindu,

dated 3rd March, 2011

Lakes: Palayur, Arthat, Mattam, Kottekad, Parappur, Mullassery,
Enamakkal, Arimpur, Aranattukara etc. on the north-western part
of this lake-system; and Ollur, Pudukkad, Chevvur, Cherpu, Parap-
pukkara, Kattur, Karanchira, Irinjalakkuda etc. on the northern and
south-eastern part respectively of this lake-system.

The residents of old Ollur met waterways and lakes in the
southern suburbs, and were familiar with ‘hill-views’ on the east.
Even in the beginning of the 19th century, the East India Compa-
ny’s Trigonometrical Surveyors reported that due to the constant
presence of wild elephants, agriculture was near to impossible at
Kuttanellur, very close to Ollur ! Equally interesting is that Para-
vattani, on the eastern border of the modern Thrissur town, was
still part of the Cochin Forest even in the beginning of the 20th
century!

Till the middle of the 19th century, the movement of people,
and the goods they produced and needed in return, was towards
Kodungallur, Azhikode, and Chetwai. These centres got aligned
towards the Cochin port, first with the linking up of the Connoli
Canal by the middle of the 19th century, and later by the Shor-
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nur-Cochin Rail at the turn of the 20th century. While all roads
led to Cochin by the second half of the 19th century, Ollur began
to stay cut-off from its cultural and commercial links with the set-
tlements in the Syrian Christian topography of merchant-settle-
ments, listed above. These paradigms of development altered the
prospects of not only Ollur, but the entire topography of the Syrian
Christian settlements on the Malabar Coast, which in turn with-
ered people’s concepts of heritage within the community.

In terms of religious history, the transitions which Ollur expe-
rienced were symptomatic of the transformation which the Syrian
Christian people underwent during the last three centuries. The
most striking of these was, of course, the transition from com-
munity life to the laity/ parishioners with the introduction of the
hierarchy for the Syrian Christians in 1887. In terms of economic
history, people started migrating out of Ollur and its environs to
Cochin and its suburbs, and to Thrissur and its periphery, by the
beginning of the 20th century.

Ollur is one place where the shadows of the Cochin Diwans
fell heavily during the 19th century in so far as three successive
Diwans of Princely Cochin hailed from Edakkunni, within the
environs of old Ollur. These three highest officers of the Cochin
State occupied that office for nearly fifty years of the 19th cen-
tury. Ikkanda Warrier, onetime Prime Minister of Cochin State
soon after India became independent, too, hailed from the same
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Painted and embellished imageries on the wooden pulpit, Ollur
(Photo: N. J. Francis)
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Painting (partly restored) inside the church Ollur (Photo: N. J Francis)

place, and he largely mooted and mediated the building of dams
at Peechi, Vazhani and Peringalkuttu along the lower heights and
valleys of the Western Ghats that protrude to the central part of
Thrissur district. By the time when V. R. Krishnan Ezhuthachan,
Indian nationalist leader in Cochin State and a native of suburban
Ollur, mooted a different development paradigm during 1950-"60,
with plans for prosperity through agriculture and craft centered on
the region just west of Ollur, the region had already passed into
a sleepy village, but thickly populated and heavily built-up with
residences and shops, and the fading clay and tile industries more
in memory than in function.

Along with this brief revisit to the old Ollur and its environs, it
is equally befitting to think for a while, as to what would survive to
reinvent and rediscover the heritage which the Christian commu-
nity of the locality held so peculiar for their own self-perception.
This could be easily answered had there been an Inventory of the
Antiquities, or an Archive of Heritage-tagged Built Environment,
or a Museum, or else any meaningful search for the intangible
heritage.

Has a student of History freedom to aspire for preparing a wish-
list of what to search for, what to find out, and what to preserve
and museumise if at all he happens to come across such materials
and objects, still surviving with the community of the region? If
this is possible, the list would take the shape of a search for find-
ing out some of which we do have in survivals, and that some of
which we don’t have, to fill up the galleries of an upcoming Mu-
seum and Archives.
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Some such imaginaries would figure out like these: Where did
the Ollur church settlement figure out within the sacred geogra-
phies of various cultic and social orientations that inhabited and
struck roots in the terrain? How much of the format of the built-up
space was different from the still earlier forms as at Goa or Co-
chin on the one hand, and as at Kalluppara, Kuravilangad, Rama-
puram, Angamali, Parappukkara, Parappur, Arthat, Chittattukara,
Mattam, Palayur, and other Malabar settlements on the other?

Could we fix the various architectural and iconographical lay-
ers within the sacred spaces, in terms of time, theme and technolo-
gy? What were Jesuit, Carmelite, and traditional Syrian Christian
elements within the architectural and iconographical assemblage
at Ollur? How many clergymen, monks and nuns, who hailed
from Ollur, served among the communities before, and in parish-
es after, the formation of the Diocesan hierarchy?

How many of the residential structures pre-date the construc-
tion of the church structure? How many of the buried dead could be
listed out in the archives of the cemetery? How many Ollur-based
bankers, money-lenders, merchants, industrialists, stock-holders,
and shop-keepers could be listed out as having thrived during the
last two centuries? How many Trusts and Charities rose and fell
at Ollur?

How many of the registers of baptism, marriage, and death
could be collated and indexed? How much of the palm-leaf re-
cords of the land-deeds, tax-receipts, gifts and charities have been
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listed and indexed? What was the role of the settlement in terms of
paddy-cultivation in and around, and in production and procure-
ment of rice in the locality?

Were the tile-factories in and around Ollur symbolic of the mo-
dernity in life and amenities, and in structural activities—a thriv-
ing industry of Princely Cochin, in which business groups of Ollur
invested and the work-force laboured?

The pioneering scholarship and publications of Prof. Menach-
ery laid the foundation for a community’s long-term aspirations
in cultural identity. It is high time that what Prof. Menachery laid
bare, especially the architectural, iconographical, and cultural
base of a community in its trying times of transitions, are put to
perspective in the light of recent advances in the history of Kera-
la. The founding of the so-far-missed Ollur Museum & Archives
would be the best tribute, which the students, colleagues, friends,
admirers, and well-wishers of Prof. George Menachery could now
pay as his kind of scholarship is fast becoming unable to be emu-
lated or duplicated today.
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The historical perspective taken recourse to here for looking at
Ollur and its environs, within the Syrian Christian topography on
the Malabar Coast, is relevant also for contextualizing most other
contemporary Syrian Christian settlements with tangible heritage,
which still wither without any index to antiquity.
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PEARLS INTO NECKLACE

Dr. E. Jose Jossie

The human history is full of great personalities who have
made inspiring and enlightening contributions in different fields
of human activities. Prof. George Menachery is one among the
few personalities who has made great contributions in the areas of
Christian religion, culture, literature, art and traditions with regard
to Kerala and India. Even though a scholar, he was humble and
used to quote “I can do all things through him who strengthens
me” Phil.4:13.

Prof. Menachery was my teacher at St. Thomas’ college, Thris-
sur during the early 1970s. But more than my teacher, and later a
colleague, I would like to present professor through the eyes of my
late father, E.P.Jos , Chief Engineer ( Retd.),P.W.D., Kerala.

From the late 1960s, they were working together in many of
the diocesan projects and the Pastoral Council meetings. Back at
home after these meetings, father used to share with me how Pro-
fessor Menachery used to present evidences and historical records
in support of the points he was making.

The St.Thomas Christian Encyclopaedia Of India Volume II
1973, Volume 11982 and Volume I11 2009, are commendable works.
I still have copies of these volumes which Prof. George Menach-
ery presented to my father. Thanks to my teacher for the awesome
precious gift.

Even though there was a board of editorial consultants of
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eminent people, the sole responsibility for the accuracy and re-
sponsibility of everything presented in the book rests upon the
shoulders of the editor which he has done meticulously. To gain
an in-depth knowledge of the subject he travelled far and wide
throughout India and abroad, visited many libraries and immersed
himself in books for hours together. The quality of these volumes
is revealed by the list of eminent authors, excellent references,
the photographs, sketches and maps. The National Seminar on the
Church in India (1969) probably would have ignited the spark for
such a colossal painstaking work of a life time.

I am also lucky to have another book, Glimpses of Nazraney
Hertiage 2005 in which he explains five varied topics which are
more relevant today like, 1. Christianity Older than Hindusim in
Kerala, 2. The Thomas Story: Numismatic Indications, 3. Cultur-
al Heritage of the Syro-Malabar Church, 4. Granite Objects in
Malabar Churches and 5. Palayur: Two Millennia of Christian
presence.

Another book which requires special mention is Indian Church
History Classics Vol. I - THE NAZRANIES 1998. I feel proud to
mention that some of these volumes are available in the famous
libraries and universities of India, America and England as refer-
ence books.

Prof. Menachery is connected with many cultural and historical
organizations. To mention a few, Kerala Govt. Advisory Board of
Archaeology (1975-90), Calicut University Senate member, Ex-
pert Committee of the Govt. of India Census Directorate (Kerala),
Vice-president of the Newman Association of India -Pax Romana
(1964-72). He was also busy with many seminars, exhibitions and
lectures throughout India and abroad. Prof. Menachery was one of
the founder directors of The Institute For Lay Leadership Training
(1967).

I still remember the one year long church history classes orga-
nized by the Institute For Lay Leadership Training and conducted
by Prof.Menacherry and the 2 full day long well organized study
tour to various places of historical importance of Christianity in
Kerala.

Some time back I had an opportunity to visit his house at Ollur

222 @OMAHSOMM A 6)(aldad. (€AWI) ERIADE €2MIEIE RIRIEUS(OMA0



which is more than hundred years old; he maintains it still in the
same old Kerala traditional style. I was astonished to see the vast
library with hundreds of books and many old records most of them
related to church history, culture and traditions. During the discus-
sions in his home library he mentioned two of his dreams, to start
a dept. of Christianity or at least a Chair in the Calicut university.
His efforts for it are now materialized. Second, some years back
some attempts for a Christian cultural museum were taken up but
it was not fully materialized; his dream is to have a full-fledged
museum, reference library and research Centre of not only the
church history, culture and traditions but also the contributions of
Christian community for the people Kerala and India. Let us hope
it will materialize in the near future.

It is not an easy task to collect the pearls of facts from the
vast ocean of human history, culture, art, traditions and geography
and thread it into a necklace. Truly, as said by Todd Henry in Die
Empty: “We should spend all the God given capabilities for the
benefit of mankind, when we are alive”. Before concluding let me
present one more statement of E.P. Jose regarding the Professor.
As everybody knows, history is shrouded in mystery and the Pro-
fessor by his life long effort could remove the shroud of mystery
on Christianity in Kerala and India to a great extent. I, sincerely
feel that a lot more academic recognitions for his selfless lifelong
works are overdue.

(Written on 15/10/ 22. before he was awarded Doctorate.)

From left to right : E.P. Jose, Dr. Joseph Kolengadan, Mr. P.V. John,
Rev. Fr. Antony Allappat, Rev. Fr. Zachrias Vazhappilly, Adv. K.P. Devassy,
Prof. P.P. Peter, Prof. N.A. Ouseph, Prof. George Menacherry.
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1973: The St. Thomas Christian Encyclopaedia of India; vol. I
(editor) (ISBN 818713206X, LCCN 73—90556)[5]

1982: The St. Thomas Christian Encyclopaedia of India; vol. II
(editor)[5]

1984: Pallikkalakalum Mattum (Malayalam)[6]
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1986: Pope John Paul II Indian Visit Souvenir, Trichur

1987: Trichur Archdiocesan Centenary Volume (member of the
editorial board)

1996: The St. Antony Octingenary Volume, (chief ed.) Ollur[7]

1998: The Indian Church History Classics; Vol. I: The Nazranies
(ISBN 81-87133-04-X, LCCN 98—90836)[8]

2000: Thomapedia[7]
2005: Glimpses of Nazraney Heritage[6]

2004: Christian Contribution to Nation Building: a Third Millennium
Enquiry (ed. With Ponnumuthan and Aerath) Documentary
Committee of CBCI-KCBC National Celebration of the Jubilee of
St. Thomas and St. Francis Xavier, 2004

2006: The Indian Christian Directory ICD — Deepika Kottayam (ed.
In charge) [5]

2009: The St. Thomas Christian Encyclopaedia of India; vol. III
(editor)[5]

2011: India’s Christian Heritage (ed. With Snaitang) Church History
Association of India (2011, 2012);[9]

2013: Catholic Directory of India, CBCI, New Delhi (member of
the editorial board)

2014: Aanayum Nazraaniyum [The Elephant and the Thomas
Christian] (Malayalam) ISBN 81-87133-12-0[6]

2015: Pallikalile Chitrabhaasangal [ The Murals of Kerala Churches]
(Malayalam) ISBN 81-87133-13-9[6]

2016: Dasaavatharika [Menachery’s Introductions to ten books by
reputed authors dealing with history, culture] (Malayalam) ISBN
81-87133-14-7[5]

2018: Facets of India’s Christian Legacy [Menachery’s ten famous
articles/papers dealing with history, culture, archaeology, art,
architecture]
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ENTE MENACHERY
MASH...

Dr. Ignatius Antony

Professor George Menachery, who was born in Kattoor, Thris-
sur, Kerala, on April 2, 1938, is a paramount figure in the schol-
arship and history of the Indian Church. Over the course of his
distinguished career, which has spanned multiple decades, Profes-
sor George Menachery has made noteworthy contributions in the
fields of history, anthropology, and indology. His research has been
notably concentrated on the Syro-Malabar Church and the cultural
heritage of Kerala. The objective of this extensive examination is
to explore the life, contributions, and lasting impact of Professor
George Menachery, with particular emphasis on his crucial role in
safeguarding and advancing the Christian heritage of India.

It is impossible to exaggerate the significance of Professor
George Menachery’s contributions to the Syro-Malabar Christian
community. By means of his rigorous investigation, written works,
and active support, Professor George Menachery has significantly
contributed to the safeguarding, documentation, and advancement
of the abundant legacy of the Syro-Malabar Church. The indi-
vidual’s scholarly pursuits have contributed to the strengthening
of the Syro-Malabar Christian community’s identity and cultural
uniqueness, thereby cultivating a feeling of inclusion and satisfac-
tion among its constituents.
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An exceptionally noteworthy facet of Professor George Me-
nachery’s contributions pertains to his exhaustive documentation
concerning the Syro-Malabar Church’s history, traditions, and
practices. The work he authored, the St. Thomas Christian En-
cyclopaedia of India, is emblematic of his unwavering commit-
ment to documenting the historical and cultural heritage of the
Syro-Malabar Christians. Through the rigorous documentation of
cultural artefacts, religious observances, and historical accounts,
Professor George Menachery has endowed forthcoming cohorts
with an invaluable asset that facilitates their comprehension of
their ancestral heritage.

In addition, Professor George Menachery’s scholarly work has
contributed to the debunking of fallacies and misunderstandings
pertaining to the Syro-Malabar Church by providing an authen-
tic and nuanced account of its history and beliefs. By means of
his scholarly works and public addresses, he has illuminated the
tenacity and perseverance of the Syro-Malabar Christian commu-
nity, thereby emphasising its significant contributions to the wider
fabric of Indian Christianity.

Beyond his scholarly endeavours, Professor George Men-
achery has been a prominent advocate for interfaith dialogue and
the advancement of cultural sensitivity within the Syro-Malabar
Christian community. The individual’s endeavours to rekindle en-
thusiasm for the historical landmarks, churches, and cultural arte-
facts of Kerala have fostered a feeling of community pride and ad-
miration for the abundant heritage of the region. Furthermore, the
promotion of ecumenism and church unity by Professor George
Menachery has facilitated increased cooperation and collabora-
tion among various Christian denominations, thereby fortifying
the ties of camaraderie and unity.

An aspect of Professor George Menachery’s career that stands
out is his extraordinarily prolific output in the fields of scholar-
ship and writing. The author’s vast collection of scholarly con-
tributions covers an extensive array of subjects, concentrating on
the history of the St. Thomas Christian community and the Indian
Church. The St. Thomas Christian Encyclopaedia of India, Profes-
sor George Menachery’s magnum opus, is regarded as a seminal
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work within the realm of Christian historiography. Consisting of
several volumes, this encyclopaedia provides an exhaustive ac-
count of the traditions, history, and societal contributions of the St.
Thomas Christians in India.

Professor George Menachery, apart from serving as the ed-
itor of the Encyclopaedia, has authored a substantial number of
books, articles, and essays that delve into diverse aspects of the
history and culture of the Indian Church. A deep dedication to rig-
orous scholarship, meticulous investigation, and a fervent desire
to preserve and disseminate information regarding India’s abun-
dant Christian heritage are evident in his literary contributions.
Professor George Menachery’s scholarly contributions, spanning
from his most recent works on ecumenism and church unity to the
earliest volumes of the Encyclopaedia, persistently influence our
comprehension of the intricate dynamics that exist among culture,
religion, and society in India.

In addition to his scholarly endeavours, Professor George Me-
nachery has significantly contributed to the conservation and ad-
vancement of the Christian cultural heritage of India. By means of
his written works, public speeches, and speaking engagements, he
has endeavoured to enhance consciousness regarding the profound
impact that the St. Thomas Christians had on Indian civilization.
Professor George Menachery has contributed to the resurgence
of interest in the ancient churches, monuments, and artefacts of
Kerala by emphasising their cultural and historical significance.
Moreover, Professor George Menachery’s participation in the de-
velopment of scripts, research, and direction of radio and televi-
sion documentaries has expanded the audience’s understanding of
India’s Christian heritage. His skill in conveying intricate histor-
ical accounts in a manner that is both comprehensible and cap-
tivating has contributed to the development of a more profound
admiration for India’s rich cultural fabric.

On a national and international scale, Professor George Me-
nachery’s contributions to scholarship and cultural preservation
have been lauded and acknowledged. SHUATS, Prayagraj-Ala-
habad, bestowed upon him an honorary Ph.D. in Theology in
2022, in acknowledgment of his extraordinary contributions to the
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study of the history of the Indian Church. This esteemed accolade
emphasised Professor George Menachery’s position as a preem-
inent expert in his discipline and a figure of esteem in scholarly
communities.

Furthermore, the membership of the Order of Saint Gregory
the Great (Chevalier honour) bestowed Professor George Men-
achery serves as a lasting testament to his ceaseless endeavours
in fostering interfaith dialogue and comprehension. The Catho-
lic Church has conferred this prestigious honour in recognition
of Professor George Menachery’s substantial contributions to the
field of Indian Church history and his steadfast dedication to fos-
tering unity and harmony among heterogeneous religious commu-
nities.

As Professor George Menachery approaches the conclusion
of his distinguished career, his enduring impact is palpable in the
chronicles of Indian Church scholarship and history. Academics
have been profoundly impacted by his groundbreaking endeav-
ours to record and safeguard the Christian legacy of India; they
continue to motivate and inspire subsequent generations of schol-
ars, researchers, and cultural aficionados. By means of his schol-
arly pursuits, Professor George Menachery has not only enhanced
our comprehension of the multifarious religious milieu of India
but also cultivated a more profound admiration for the lasting her-
itage of the St. Thomas Christians and their profound impact on
Indian civilization.

Professor George Menachery serves as an illuminating figure
in the allegory of a pilgrim’s advancement in his quest to locate
the path to paradise, directing intellectuals through the intricate
corridors of Kerala’s past. Professor George Menachery, through
his profound intellectual pursuits and resolute commitment, has
illuminated the complex fabric of Kerala’s history in the same way
that an experienced pilgrim guides those who trail behind. The
pilgrim’s progression from establishments such as St. Thomas’
College, Devagiri College, and University College to St. Joseph’s
College serves as a symbolic representation of the intellectual and
spiritual development that occurs along the way.

Professor George Menachery’s comprehensive investigation
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of archaeology, anthropology, place name studies, numismatics,
and epigraphy reflects the pilgrim’s varied experiences and en-
counters along the path to comprehension. Similar to a pilgrim
who acquires knowledge from diverse sources, Professor George
Menachery’s scholarly articles, novels, and media appearances
function as significant achievements in his endeavour to decipher
the enigmas surrounding the history of Kerala. The pilgrim’s en-
gagement with various communities and institutions throughout
his journey is exemplified by his participation in organisations
such as the Kerala Sahitya Academy and the Christian Chair of
Calicut University, in addition to his prominence in print and elec-
tronic media.

The enduring impact of Professor George Menachery reflects
the pilgrim’s profound aspiration to motivate and instruct subse-
quent cohorts of scientists. Similar to how the pilgrim’s footprints
serve as a guide for others, Professor George Menachery’s mentor-
ship and teachings have established a pathway for a contemporary
movement in historical studies in Kerala. In addition to igniting a
passion for historical inquiry, his publications have established the
groundwork for the systematic investigation of Christian culture
and Church history in the area. By virtue of his endeavours, Pro-
fessor George Menachery guarantees that forthcoming pilgrims of
history will continue to be enlightened by the flame of knowledge.

The pilgrim’s voyage is characterised by various challeng-
es and obstacles in the allegory, every one of which presents a
chance for personal development and illumination. In the same
way, Professor George Menachery’s professional trajectory has
been adorned with prestigious accolades, awards, and distinctions,
which serve as emblematic representations of the successes that
ensue from unwavering commitment and persistence in the pur-
suit of one’s vocation. Professor George Menachery has received
a membership of the Order of St. Gregory the Great from Pope
Benedict XVI and the Mar Thoma Puraskaram for History and
Archaeology, both of which are honours bestowed in recognition
of his contributions to the study of history.

In essence, Professor George Menachery’s impact extends be-
yond scholarly pursuits and encompasses a transcendent spiritual
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pilgrimage—a perpetual quest for truth and comprehension. Sim-
ilar to the pilgrim who undertakes a solitary quest for revelation
with the intention of attaining deliverance, Professor George Me-
nachery’s unwavering commitment to elucidating the historical
narrative of Kerala stands as a symbol of the perpetual pursuit
of wisdom and enlightenment. He extends an invitation to forth-
coming cohorts to persist in the pilgrimage, to traverse the route
that he has elucidated, and to reveal the opulent fabric of Kerala’s
historical heritage for the benefit of future generations.

N\ORY”
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B eomzenicwo 1
Prof. M. G. S. Narayanan

The Encyclopaedia:
An Achievement of Global
Significance

Here on my table is a collection of essays on the Chris-
tian heritage of Kerala, written by my scholarly friend, Pro-
fessor George Menachery, who spent many years in the study
of the church-its history, legends, arts, architecture and litera-
ture. Since he is primarily interested in social and cultural his-
tory, the theological, economic and political aspects of the
Christian heritage do not figure prominently in these writings.
He is well known to the academic world as the Chief Editor of St.
Thomas Encyclopedia and other books that presented for the first
time a comprehensive picture of the Syrian Christian community
that forms an influential sector of society in Kerala. The volumes
of the encyclopedia gathered information from different, often ob-
scure, sources and brought together the knowledge and expertise
of numerous writers in a presentable form. It is an achievement
of global significance as it offers an authoritative reference book
for all who are interested in Christians and Christianity of India.
The rich experience in the preparation of those volumes enabled
this English professor to make excursions into archaeology, nu-
mismatics and art history related to Christian life. That this book
is one of those byproducts must be evident from the amplitude of
references that enhance the value of the essays in a big way. It may
also be observed that he is up to date in this field as he mentions
the latest findings of the current year on the location of the ancient
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harbour town of Muciri or Muziris made by the young archaeol-
ogists of the Centre for Heritage Studies in Tripunithura. (p.71)
He has carefully gone through and digested much of the relevant
literature on the subjects of his choice.

However, I have to confess that as a historian I find his obses-
sion with the St. Thomas legend in its present form unacceptable.
This legend crops up suddenly in Kerala in uncouth century, but
there is absolutely no mention of it in the early literature of Kerala
or the rest of the Christian world. The Syrian and other European
versions of the life story of Apostle Thomas have no reference
to his direct connection with this part of India, though they men-
tion his eastward journey and encounter with king Gondophorus
whose coins have been found in the North Western parts of India.
Moreover, the contents of the legend also betray the late origin, as
there was no Ceraman Perumal at Kodungallur until the 9th cen-
tury, and the Brahmins who are supposed to have been converted
by the saint did not occupy a prominent place in the Kerala social
set up until that time.

In the first essay with the catchy title ‘Christianity is Older than
Hinduism in Kerala’, the Professor seems to identify Vedic Brah-
manism as Hinduism. This is a mistake popularized by the West-
ern scholars of the colonial era. He is not perhaps aware of the fact
that Kerala was an integral part of Tamilakam in the Sangam Age
that certainly goes back to the Mauryan period before the Chris-
tian era, as Asoka has referred to the Tamil rulers including Ker-
ala Putra. The earliest poems of the Sangam are permeated with
the Dravidian or Tamil cults that form part of the Hindu culture.
What the author probably intended was that Christianity had es-
tablished a foothold in the harbour towns of Kerala before the tem-
ple-oriented Brahmanical creed had gained ascendancy in society.
This assumption cannot be justified because we have the earliest
evidence of Christian presence only in the 8th century with the
Persian crosses. It is true that Christian traders could have been fa-
miliar with the Kerala coast even earlier, but this is true also in the
case of the native cults that were popular in the countryside. They
were brought under Brahmanical influence later, but Brahinization
remained partial and incomplete. In fact there were large numbers
of non-Brahmins among the local Christians and they continued
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their caste practices even after conversion to Christianity. Sever-
al clauses in the Synod of Diamper have been framed to prevent
them from using traditional names and rituals, and worshipping
old images.

The early Christians who arrived in Kerala could have been
the followers of St. Thomas the Apostle who worked in Syria and
Persia. It is natural that they were proud of their connection with
the Apostle, and retained his name in their folk memory, but that
does not mean that the Apostle himself came to Kerala. At any
rate, such claims about Brahmanical origin and conversion direct-
ly by the Apostle, that are in conflict with all historical evidence,
are flaunted often to promote snobbery and notions of caste pride.
It is also likely that in course of time the memory of another leader
called Thomas came to be confused with that of the Apostle.

In fact the early Christians did not even undertake the mission
to convert others. That was done by the European missionaries
of the colonial age. The involvement of early Christians in trade
and court politics cannot be underestimated, but their interaction
with other locals had been peaceful and friendly, for many centu-
ries. They behaved as loyal subjects of the native rulers and good
neighbours of the Hindu population. This is demonstrated by the
Syrian copper plates of the 9th century and several records of later
times. As a result, they enjoyed the titles and privileges usually as-
sociated with aristocratic Nayars. They even resisted the attempts
of the Portuguese to force them to follow the Roman church, as
illustrated by the Koonen Cross episode.

Barring the obsession with the St. Thomas legend, these essays
offer very good material for students of Kerala history. For exam-
ple the first essay itself contains much new information, culled out
from recent researches, about the advent of Brahmins in Kerala,
and the distribution of their settlements. Though the second essay
is also concerned with the legitimization of the St. Thomas leg-
end, it carries authentic data on the discovery of the early Roman
coins in Kerala in places like Eyyal, Kottayam, Valluvalli, Mala,
Paravur etc. based on archaeological reports in the state. The third
essay deals with several customs of the Kerala Christians and oth-
er communities. However, the author has made a mistake in re-
ferring to Adi Sankara as the lawgiver who formulated the caste
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regulations of Kerala. Sankara lived in the 8th-9th centuries while
the Sankara Smriti, which deals with the rules, belongs to a later
period, probably in 17th century of the Christian era. The author
could have been one of the later Sankaras of Kerala.

Incidentally there is an observation of the author that attracted
my attention, and I think it is worth quoting here. “Kerala Chris-
tians have been world citizens even before other parts of India
became even aware of the existence of the other cultures and oth-
er religions.” (p.50) There is an element of over simplification
and exaggeration in this statement, obviously meant to attract the
common reader, but it is true that Kerala Christians were not only
well- integrated with the rest of society, but were instrumental in
creating new links with the Western world including the far- flung
territories of their empire in the modern age. Though India was
in touch with the Islamic world in the medieval period, the Ker-
ala Christians who looked westwards for inspiration were the pi-
oneers in creating global diaspora. They were welcomed in large
numbers by the Europeans and Americans in their homelands and
their colonies in Africa and Australia, and they made themselves
at home everywhere. Professor Menachery could perhaps have in-
corporated a section on the European missionaries whose prosely-
tizing work had a positive as well as a negative side-their schools
and colleges, patronized by the native and British rulers, went a
long way in preparing Christians and others for world citizenship.
They contributed through the imparting of linguistic and industrial
skills, and above all the formation of a mental make up suitable for
all kinds of foreign enterprise.

The fourth essay gives an elaborate account of the gran-
ite objects associated with the early churches in Kerala. To me
this appeared to be the most original and useful contribution,
because these are never taken up for discussion, and often ig-
nored as being of no great consequence. The flights of steps in
granite leading to the church, the granite crosses with lotus and
peacock motifs carved on them, the obelisks, the granite lamp
stands, flagstaff, sculptured baptismal fonts etc. are typical of
the early churches. It is interesting to note that the use of gran-
ite in construction started in Kerala by about the 8th or 9th cen-
tury A.D. in the case of Brahmanical temples. It became wide-
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spread in the age of the Ceraman Perumals, between the 9th and
12th centuries, but the huge dated granite flagstaffs in front of
Brahmanical temples belong to the 16th- 17th centuries. A typo-
logical study of this material and comparison with their temple
counterparts may yield interesting clues about their construction.
The fifth essay on Palayur church provides a survey of the geo-
graphical background of the evolution of Kerala society and some
observations of outsiders from Marco Polo to Logan. Legends and
songs related to Palayur, one of the early Christian centers, have
been collected. Place names and family names are discussed. An
old Jewish centre is also mentioned. While all this is useful to the
historian, he must guard himself against the temptation to accept
the chronology suggested by the legends, as they are notorious for
the lack of time sense. They remain to be studied in the light of ar-
chitecture and sculpture, graveyard inscriptions and pottery from
small-scale excavations that can be organized easily with permis-
sion from the churches. The real obstacle for such a program so far
has been the attitude of the church authorities who rely too much
on legends and fear the results of scientific investigation. [ remem-
ber Professor Hambye who announced at the History Congress
in Benares (1969) that he was planning to excavate St. Thomas
Mount in Chennai. Professor K.V. Raman, Head of the Depart-
ment of Ancient History and Archaeology, offered to co-operate
on behalf of the University of Madras, and I did the same on be-
half of the University of Calicut. He would have nothing of that,
and carried out his plan in secrecy, with the result that his findings
remain suspect in the eyes of academics in India.

I can understand the sentimental problems of Christian scholars
in view of long-standing beliefs and issues of family prestige, real
or imaginary. This is a common stumbling block everywhere, but
the Western societies have overcome such difficulties and asserted
the primacy of research in the field of history, even when it deals
with the Bible. We in India have also succeeded to a large extent
in the case of Indian History, but where it comes to the question of
religious texts and institutions, Hindu, Muslim or Christian we are
stuck with legends and tales. We have to come out of it some day,
and sooner the better for India.

I can also understand my friend’s weakness for the St. Thomas
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story. He is deeply in love with the Christian heritage in all its
manifold aspects, and everything about it fascinates him. It is well
known that love is blind, and it affects the critical faculty adverse-
ly. However, it is this love that has enabled him to do so much in
the field of church history in Kerala, bringing together scholars
and facts, and placing them before the world in presentable style.
In this activity he is following in the footsteps of T.K.Joseph who
published the Kerala Society Papers in several volumes. While
welcoming this book as a new addition to the treasure house of
knowledge accumulated by Professor George Menachery, I wish
and pray that he will also be able to come forward and break the
spell of legends, which stand in the way of critical assessment
of all the assembled materials relating to the Christian heritage,
which is an invaluable part of the cultural heritage of Kerala.

‘Maitri’, Calicut-9
14 December 2004
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B eomzencwo 3

Christianity Older than
Hinduism in Kerala

When it is suggested that Christianity is older than Hinduism
in Kerala it is quite likely that much may be argued in favour of
the opposite view, as it has been argued, in place and out of place,
by many, down the decades of the past century or two. Only there
is something to be said against the stand often taken for granted
that Hinduism was here in Kerala from time immemorial, and that
Christianity here was the late- comer, “and that is what, on the
present occasion, [ have to say”. [1] As Stevenson goes on to say,
to state one argument is not necessarily to be deaf to all others.
[2] All the same the title “Christianity Older than Hinduism in
Kerala,” even if it appears like an Irish bull[3] or ludicrous incon-
sistency in speech, in truth only states a fact, a fact often well un-
derstood by scholars of Kerala History, but generally not honestly
admitted or boldly stated. It may even be that the Syriac script and
liturgy - surely the Pahlavi script - were in Kerala much before the
Devanagari and the VedasGlimpses of Nazraney Heritage found
their foothold here. In spite of the many statements in Keralolpa-
thy most historians today believe that the Parasurama story is only
a legend and Brahmins arrive in Kerala for all practical purposes
only in the 4th century or later, and the Brahmins or Namboodiris
establish dominance only around the end of the first millennium
C.E. In the time available for this paper it will be possible merely
to have a passing glance at some facets of the problem, and that
too in a most cursory manner.
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To commence with, it may be useful to examine a few defini-
tions / descriptions of the terms Hindu and Hinduism. “Hinduism”
is the religion of the Hindus, the people of Hindusthan. The land
lying to the east of the river Sindhu was called Hindusthan by the
Persians, the word Sindhu being pronounced by them Hindu.

Thus the name Hinduism is geographical in origin.”’[4] Even
today the river Sindhu for the westerner is the Indus. In this sense
“Hinduism is a western term for religious beliefs and practices of
most of the peoples in India”[5] referring to almost everything in
the land or lands across the Indus sometimes even up to China. [6]
In this broad sense Kerala formed a part of India and thus could
be considered Hindu from the first century onwards (cf. the first
century B.C./A.D. writings of Roman authors like Pliny, [7] which
author calls Muziris primum emporium Indiae). It is possible that
many Greek and Roman writers when they spoke of India had
mainly Kerala in their mind.[8] In this geographical sense of Hin-
duism, and only in that sense, was Kerala the abode of Hindus and
Hinduism from the earliest centuries.

However there is another definition for Hinduism. “It (i.e. Hin-
du) is not a very ancient name, for it is not found in any of the
early literatures. The original name for it (Hinduism) was Sanata-
na-Dharma, meaning the Eternal Religion. It is so named because
it is based on certain eternal principles, beliefs and practices. An-
other name for it is Vaidika-Dharma, the religion derived from
the Vedas. In this sense it is also known as Brahmana-Dharma,
Brahma here standing for the Vedas.”[9] Vedic Hinduism, i.e. the
religion now considered Hinduism, does not have a very long his-
tory in Kerala. In fact Vedic Hinduism in Kerala is not as old as
Christianity in Kerala.

Before proceeding further, for a clearer understanding of what
is today understood by Hinduism, let us examine the rest of the
modern description of Hinduism earlier quoted: [l RUSH THRU
THIS PART] For the religious beliefs and practices of most of the
people of India the “Corresponding Indian term is dharma [law].
It has no fixed scriptural canon, but Veda, Brahmanas, and Bhaga-
vad-Gita have elaborate theological commentary. Brahmanism
substituted (c.550 B.C.) for Vedic religion a complex system of
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ritual and theosophy expounded in Brahmanas and Upanishads.
Brahmanas regulate sacrifices to gods and personify moral quali-
ties. Upanishads, foundation of modern Hindu philosophy, devel-
op doctrine of a universal soul or being to which individual souls
will be reunited after maya (illusion of time and space) is con-
quered. Buddhism and Jainism, which flourished from ¢.300 B.C.
to A.D. ¢.400 in India, attacked this complex ritual and theology.
However, Brahmanism adopted features of those religions and
codified its own ritual in Laws of Manu. Several schools of inter-
pretation of Upanishads appeared and Yoga was developed. A later
stage of Hinduism is represented by Tantras and Puranas. Tantras
are mainly prescriptions for securing divine favour; Puranas com-
prise poems addressed mainly to Siva (or Shiva) the Destroyer
and Vishnu the Preserver. These and Brahma, a remote deity who
created the universe and is equated with it, form the triad at center
of modern Hinduism.”[10]

Even much before the nineteen-seventies historians were fully
convinced that Vedic Hinduism and the Brahmins must have ar-
rived in Kerala only much later than the first centuries A.D. The
extensive studies made by Dr. M.G.S. Narayanan, the then head
of the department of history at the University of Calicut, and at
present (until recently) the chairman of the Indian Council of His-
torical Research (ICHR) together with Dr. Veluthat Kesavan, now
head of the department of history, Mangalore University, shed
much light on the beginnings of the Brahmin community in Ker-
ala. Here it is important to note what Dr. Narayanan says con-
cerning the new trends in Kerala Historical studies: “Historical
research had a delayed start in Kerala in the absence of History
Departments in the University until the sixties of the last (20th)
century. This gave the opportunity for interest groups to popular-
ize their pet ideas and pass them on as authentic history. They had
come to associate these myths with their own status and privileges.
Once the community leaders and political leaders published their
‘theories’ about ancient history, their followers developed a frame
of mind that resisted interpretations based on evidence. With the
establishment of History Departments in the Universities it was
possible for the present writer and his colleagues to build upon
the foundations laid by Professor Elamkulam, sometimes extend-
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ing and modifying the conclusions, sometimes demolishing and
re-building too. This introduction becomes necessary because it is
often found even today that the discussion of problems in ancient
history are cluttered and obstructed or vitiated by earlier legendary
notions which have been thrown out and exposed long ago with
the availability of contemporary evidence.”[11]

To understand the origin and spread of Brahmins or Nambood-
iris in Kerala let us go through the words of Dr. Kesavan Veluthat
in some detail: “The Brahmans of Kerala are known as Nambudi-
ris. Historical evidences as well as their own traditions suggest that
they came from North India and settled down in Kerala, migrating
along the West Coast. It is clear that they constitute links in a long
chain of migration along the West Coast of India, carrying with
them the tradition that Parasurama created their land and donated
it to them. In fact, one sees this tradition all along the West Coast
from Sourashtra on; and the Brahmanical tradition in the Canarese
and Malabar Coasts is nearly identical to one another. According to
that tradition, Parasurama created the land between Gokarna and
Kanyakumari and settled Brahmans there in sixty-four Gramas
or “villages”. As a result, the Brahmans of Kerala share several
common features with the Brahmans of the Canarese coast; this
also distinguishes them from their counterparts in the rest of South
India. In a historical inquiry, this is extremely important. What is
necessary is not to look for the place of their origin or the identity
and date of Parasurama but to ascertain the social function of such
a tradition and examine the extent of linkages between the two
regions and their cultures. It is stated that thirty-two out of the
sixty- four Gramas are in the Tulu speaking region and the remain-
ing thirty-two in the Malayalam speaking region in Kerala. Recent
historical research has identified these settlements on either side
of the border. Those in Kerala proper are listed in the Keralolpatti,
the narrative of Kerala history. They are: a) Between rivers Perum-
puzha and Karumanpuzha: 1. Payyannur, 2. Perumchellur, 3. Alat-
tiyur, 4. Karantola, 5. Cokiram, 6. Panniyur, 7. Karikkatu, 8. Is-
anamangalam, 9. Trissivaperur, 10. Peruvanam. b) Between rivers
Karumanpuzha and Churni: 11. Chamunda, 12. Irungatikkutal, 13.
Avattiputtur, 14. Paravur, 15. Airanikkalam, 16. Muzhikkalam, 17.
Kuzhavur, 18. Atavur, 19. Chenganatu, 20. Ilibhyam, 21. Uliyan-
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nur, 22. Kazhutanatu. ¢) Between river Churni and Kanya Kumari:
23. Errumanur, 24. Kumaranallur, 25. Katamaruku, 26. Aranmu-
la, 27. Tiruvalla, 28. Kitangur, 29. Chengannur, 30. Kaviyur, 31.
Venmani and 32. Nirmanna. Of these, most survive today with
the continuing Brahmanical traditions and the structural temples
known as Gramakshetras. Many find mention in the epigraphical
records dating from the ninth century and a few are mentioned
in literature. Moreover, every Nambudiri house claims to belong
to one or the other of these thirty-two settlements in Kerala. The
historicity of the Grama affiliation of the Nambudiris, therefore,
cannot be doubted. It is possible that these (Brahman) settlements
came up between the third and ninth centuries of the Christian
era,[12] i.e., the close of the early historical period in the history of
South India, which historians describe as the “Sangam Age”, and
the establishment of the Chera kingdom of Mahodayapuram.”[13]

And Dr. M. G. S. Narayanan concurs: “This situation helps
us to confirm that the ancestors of present day Nambudiris estab-
lished their temple-centred Gramas in the span of the 8th-9th cen-
turies. [14] As the Brahmins in the historical epochs have always
been clan-conscious and conservative, they must have been Brah-
mins by birth only. They are found to have followed the laws of
Dharmasastra texts according to the internal epigraphic evidence.
There is no question of conversion of non- Brahmins or the re-
cruitment of non-Brahmins as Brahmins into the Brahmin fold, as
these practices are foreign to Dharmasastra literature. As we know
from the contemporary records that these Brahmins had brought
all the paraphernalia of the Vedic-Sastric- Puranic Brahminism of
the Gangetic valley, they could not have been indigenous to Ker-
ala.”’[15]

The above authorities incontrovertibly establish the fact that
Brahmins and Brahminism along with Vedic Hinduism arrive in
Kerala only many centuries later than the commencement of the
Christian era. The Nairs, who belong to the Chaturvarna or four
castes, though they form the lowest rung of the caste system as
they are Sudras, appear on the scene even much later than the
Brahmins, perhaps as late as the 12th century C.E. Centuries be-
fore there is any trace of Vedic Hinduism in Kerala there are many
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well established evidences for the existence of Christians in Ker-
ala. Christianity would appear to be the oldest existing religion in
Kerala, much older than any other present day organized religion
including of course Islam.

Vigrahas or images of Vedic Hindu gods and goddesses appear
in Kerala much later than the rock crosses. [16] Even at the Salem,
Erode portions of the Chera Kingdom and the Venad, Kanyaku-
mari sector they appear only mostly after the 9th century. In fact
all the Vigrahas or images of Hindu gods and goddesses appearing
anywhere in Kerala are datable to a period much later than the
time of the Pahlavi crosses of St. Thomas Mount, Kottayam (two
numbers), Kadamattom, Muttuchira, and Alangad.

For example, according to the studies published by K. V.
Soundararajan, Director, Archacology Survey of India, 1978 the
Vigraha of Aja Eka Pada first appears in Thondamandalam in the
8th C., in Cholamandalam in the 11th C., in Pandimandalam in the
13th C. ArdhaNareeswara appears in S. India only after the 7th C.
and in Kerala only after the 9th C. AnanthaShayi: South India 6th
C. and Kerala 8th C. Dakshina Moorthy: Kerala 8th C. Ganesha:
Kerala 8th C. Harihara: Kerala 11th C. Jvarahareshvara: 13th C.
Jeshta: 11th C. Lingothbhava: Post-11th C. SapthaMatha: 14th C.
TriMoorthy: 8th C.[17] Oldest Hindu idols of Kerala are found in
areas outside our present Kerala, beyond the ghats in Konguna-
du from Salem-Dharmapuri or beyond Trivandrum. This would
mean that in central Kerala the homeland of most of the ancient
Christians Hindu images appear even later. The oldest Hindu and
even Buddhist statues of Kerala are attributed to the 9thC or later
by Dr. M.G. S. Narayanan also. [18] Hence of all the rock images
in existence in Kerala the Pahlavi crosses are much older than any
Hindu Vigraha or idol. [19]

One might here genuinely ask about the existence of innu-
merable reasonably old temples in Kerala, and temple festivals.
Most of these temples are Kavus dedicated to Bhagavathy or an
ancient mother-goddess. The well-known Trichur Pooram festival,
for example, is only a get-together of a dozen Bhagavathies, and
Shiva or Vadakkumnathan has nothing whatsoever to do with it,
although the festivities take place around the Vadakkunnathan or
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Shiva temple. The Thidambu or image in gold or silver carried by
the elephants depict only or chiefly the Bhagavathy of Parame-
kkavu, Thiruvambady etc. and there is no proper Hindu god or
goddess honoured during these festivals.

Any discussion of Hindu origins and development, especially
w.r.t. Kerala, would be quite inadequate without reference to Adi
Sankara, the great reformer, teacher, scholar, and author. Sankara-
charya flouri-shed ca. 8th C.C.E. or in the first century before or
after the commencement of the Malayalam or Kollam Era in 825
C.E. The great sage was born at Kalady, or at Veliyanadu on the
opposite shore of the river in his mother’s house. In either case
he was born in the midst of a great Christian population affiliated
to churches established many centuries before his birth at nearby
places like Malayattoor, Angamaly, Parur, Edappally &c. on the
river banks of Churni or the Periyar [STCEL II, 1973, p. 178<e, f].
How far his life and thoughts have been influenced by this strong
Christian presence around him remains to be explored in full. [20]

Sankara in his 64 Anacharams or special code of conduct for
Namboodiris or Malayalee Brahmins specifies that only white
dress must be worn by members of the community. Now it is well
known that Brahmin women in S. India - in Karnataka or Tamil
Nadu or Andhra - wear only dark coloured Chelas from Kancheep-
uram or elsewhere. The Christian women of Kerala are well known
for their white dress with the beautiful fan-like arrangement at the
back called Njori which adds to their beauty and testify to their
admirable modesty. By adopting the white dress and the Njori the
Brahmins of Kerala were trying to ensure their own aristocracy.

Sankara further enjoins his community to eschew all nasal
ornaments: Nasabharanam Nishidham, although Brahmin wom-
en elsewhere in India are addicted to nasal ornaments. It is for
the Christian community of Kerala alone that Nasabharanam is
Nishiddham and nasal ornaments still remain taboo to ancient
Christian women of Kerala and to the Antharjanams (Women of
the Brahmins).

Into the similarity of many other customs of Brahmins and
Christians it is not necessary to enter here. Although the similar-
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ities in the birth ceremonies, marriage ceremonies, and funeral
ceremonies of these two communities are quite striking, often in-
dicating that, the Brahmins when they arrived in Kerala borrowed
the customs of the then ruling community of Kerala viz. the Chris-
tians [cf. Placid, Ferroli, Cherukarakkunnel in STCEI, II, 1973].

Although many of the matters mentioned in this paper must
have been well understood by the Brahmin and upper caste schol-
ars, somehow efforts to make these matters common knowledge
were never made or were suppressed. One theory that helped keep
things hidden was the Lacuna theory or Dark Chapters theory.
Those who wrote history said that the second half of the first mil-
lennium in Kerala history was a dark age and a lacuna existed in
our knowledge of this period. These 500 years between 500 C.E.
and 1000 C.E. were precisely the centuries when age-old Christian
dominance in Kerala declined giving way to Brahmin ascendan-
cy. However there are many documents dealing with this period
which are ignored or deliberately overlooked by such historians.

Many of the earliest existing documents in Kerala history deal
with the Christians or Mar Thoma Nazranies of Kerala often called
the Syrian Christians. The half a dozen Pahlavi crosses are one set
of such records. The Kinayi Thoman copper plates, the Thazhek-
kad Rock Inscription, the Tharisappalli copper plates, are another
set of records. All these belong, certainly, to the first millennium
C.E.

The oldest places in Kerala are connected with the ancient
Christian community of Kerala. Palayur, Parur, and Kodungalloor
are instances of this. It may be remembered that these three places,
which occupy a place of pride in the St. Thomas Apostolic story
are all on the oldest and biggest geological plate underground, so
that generally these places were never affected by earthquakes.
The location of Parur and Kodungallur in the vicinity of ancient
Muziris must be noticed.

By the reverse projection of Kerala’s population we may arrive
at a maximum figure like 300,000 for the population of Kerala in
the 1st century. If the stories of conversion of people by St. Thom-
as has any credibility the majority of people in Kerala, mostly in-
habiting the 7 places where the apostle worked, must have become
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Christians - and the types of political and social systems and insti-
tutions of the Sangham age were perhaps very much influenced by
this huge and powerful Christian community.

The large hoards of 1st century BC/AC Roman Gold coins of
Caesars Augustus, Tiberius and Nero recovered from the Palayur
and Parur belts indicate the close contact these areas had with
countries and cultures on the western side of the Arabian Sea. [21]

There are records from practically every century, every civili-
zation, every Church, and in every language, not only about Kera-
la and her products but also about the beginnings and development
of Christianity in Kerala and India. All that can be done here is to
direct the listener to a list of these writings in f.i. Chapter 2, Ko-
dungallur: City of St. Thomas by this writer.

Just two more paragraphs: One about the status and social po-
sition of the Christians in the early centuries. Only hundred and
fifty years back when women in Kerala tried to cover the upper
part of their body there was a huge commotion which resulted in
the Channar Lahala or the mutiny of the Channar caste. But then
1500 years back Christians in Kerala were wearing silk gowns,
silk turbans, gold ornaments above their head and on their body.
Even today the gold business in Kerala is mostly in the hands of
old Nazraney families.

The 72 privileges enjoyed by Christians even before the differ-
ent copper plate grants reassured their right to continue to enjoy
those privileges indicate that the Christians were the predominant
and ruling community of Kerala before the Brahmins gained dom-
inance towards the end of the first millennium. The marriage cus-
toms of the Christians described in the epigraphs and in the old
songs of these Christians will throw considerable light on the royal
privileges and aristocratic status of the Christian community in
Kerala during the past well nigh 1900 years.

The art and architecture of these Christians - with their rock
work, metal work, wood work, ivory work and artistic creations
in every known medium - and with their Deepasthamba or lamp-
stand, Dwajasthamba, or flagstaff, rock crosses inside and outside
the churches, their baptismal fonts - bear ample testimony to their
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place in society in bygone centuries. The base or pedestal of the
open-air crosses is like the Balikkallu or sacrificial altar stone of
the temples. But the Bali on the Balikkallu in the rock crosses is
the supreme Bali of Jesus symbolized by the cross the MahaBali.
Also it is interesting to note that all the crosses rise up from the lo-
tus. In fact the national flower lotus and the national bird peacock
first appear in Kerala art on the rock crosses. Some of these you
can see when you visit churches at Kottayam (e.g.the Valiyapalli).

All these facts indicate that Brahmins and Brahmanism and
Vedic Hinduism arrive in Kerala at a very late date and become
powerful only by the end of the first millennium, while Christian-
ity was here many centuries prior to that, and was here perhaps a
strong presence even in the first centuries.

These facts are presented here to elicit your valuable opinions
and comments. Thank you.

Notes:
1. R. L. Stevenson, “An Apology for Idlers” in “Virginibus Pueris-

2

que.
2. The same.

3. But see: G.K.Chesterton, “George Bernard Shaw,” Bodley Head
Library, 1937, chapter one, third paragraph.

4. Swami Siddinadananda, Hinduism, in the St. Thomas Christian
Encyclopaedia of India, Vol.III (in the press), Ed. Prof. George
Menachery.

5. The Columbia Viking Desk Encyclopedia, Dell, 1964, p.803.

6. Here is an early 20th century definition of Hinduism (The New
Standard Encyclopaedia, 1936, p.641): “Social and religious orga-
nization in India. It is a development of Brahmanism and is divided
into a number of groups. There were in 1931 altogether 239,195,140
Hindus in India, and they are thus the dominant people in the land.
Buddhism affected early Brahmanism and both existed down to
about A.D. 800, when the latter disappeared from the peninsula,
leaving a new Brahmanism, the product of both philosophies. This
modern Hinduism, based on the Puranas, gives less prominence
to Brahma than to his associates Vishnu, the preserver, and Siva,
the destroyer and reproducer. They are worshipped in innumerable
forms, both in their male and female aspects, the latter being empha-
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sized by Saktiism, which derives its teaching from the Tantras.”

7. Pliny described Cranganore (Muziris) in Kerala as Primum Empori-
um Indiae.

8. For a scientific but short discussion and proofs of early Greek and
Roman knowledge of India and Kerala nothing better can be sug-
gested than “The Apostles in India, Fact or Fiction?” by A.C.Pe-
rumalil S.J. first published in 1952 (Patna). Also cf. Pliny, 6.23 (26);
Schoff, H. Wilfred, The Periplus of the Erythraean Sea, Longmans,
1912, p.232; McCrindle J.W, Ancient India as described in Classical
Literature, Westminister, 1901,p.111.

9. Swami Siddinadananda, op. cit.

10. The Columbia Viking Desk Encyclopedia, pp.803, 804

11. M.G.S. Narayanan, “Namboodiris - Background and Early Settle-
ments in Kerala,” paper presented at LIREC, Mt. St. Thomas, 4th
Sept., 2000. Emphasis by the present writer.

12.Kesavan Veluthat, “The Nambudiri Community: A History,” paper

for the LIREC seminar, Mt. St. Thomas, 2000. Emphasis by the
present writer.

13.M.G.S. Narayanan, op.cit.

Prof. George Menachery, “Social Life And Customs Of The St. Thom-
as Christians In The Pre-Diamper Period”, in The Life and Nature
of the St. Thomas Christian Church in the Pre- Diamper Period, Ed.
Bosco Puthur, Kochi, 2000, p.197.

Id., Ibid, p. 202, f. n. 27. For a full list cf. K. V. Soundara Rajan, Art of
South India: Tamil Nadu and Kerala, Delhi, 1978; table reproduced
in paper by George Menachery, seminar held by the Kerala Histo-
ry Association on Kerala Sculptures, Ernakulam, 11th Dec., 1983.
Also in George Menachery, Pallikalakalum Mattum, Eiffel Books,
Trichur, 1984, pp. 50,51.

Cf. his doctoral thesis, chapter on Kerala Architecture and Sculpture,
esp. pp- 579 et sq. and recent conversations.
See notes 16 and 17 supra.

Vide the long article by De Smet, written in 1974 for the STCEI, of.
STCEI III (in the press). Also article by P. Thomas, “Christian influ-
ences on Hinduism before the European period, “STCEI, II, 1973,
p. 177, Ed. Prof. George Menachery.

See Essay Two below.
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First World Malayalam
Conference (1977) Exhibition on
“CHRISTIANITY
AND KERALA CULTURE”

Name of Pavilion:
St. Thomas Church, Kanakakunnu.

The historical and cultural aspects of Kerala Christianity are
represented in this pavilion built in the shape of an early church
of Kerala. It is the first pavilion on the right as one climbs the
hill (Kanakakunnu). Representations of the three objects gener-
ally found in front of the churches viz., the Granite Vilakkumada
or lamp-stand (as seen in the Kundara, Kalluppara, Niranam and
Chengannoor churches), copper-covered flag-staff (as at Changa-
nachery Cathedral and Edathua church) and the gigantic granite
open air cross (as at Angamaly and Kaduthuruthy) are placed in
front of the church. The church itself has three roof levels-the
sanctum, the nave, and the portico in descending order of height.
The church has a facade (as at Kattoor), Anavathil (Elephant door)
with floral designs (as at Parappur), a Madbaha with ceiling of
floral decorations (as at Kadampanad), a pulpit or pushpam (as at
Chungam), mural paintings in the Madbaha, a beam shouldered
by two elephants (as at Ollur). The architrave at the front has two
angels carrying a scroll with the inscription “Glory be to God in
the highest and peace to men of goodwill.” The arch in front of the
main altar carries the wire-image of St. Thomas, the patron of the
church. The altar-piece is made up of an illuminated cross, with a
lotus base. While the main altar represents the Catholic tradition,
the one at the side represents the Orthodox tradition in Kerala.
A bronze lamp (Thukkuvilakku) and bell are suspended from the
central beam.
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THE CHIEF EXHIBITS CAN BE CLASSIFIED THUS:

(a) MAPS: Showing e.g., the seven churches founded by St.
Thomas, the present Orthodox churches, Biblical scenes, the
Catholic dioceses at present.

(b) CHARTS: e.g., (1) The 72 privileges granted to christians
by ancient kings and emperors of Kerala by means of copper plate
and rock edicts. They are Pakalvilakku, Anamelneermannu, Than-
du, Kuda, Kurava, Pallakku etc. (2) Major events in christian his-
tory of Kerala (3) The hundred odd churches mentioned by Gou-
vea in his works written in the 16th and early 17th centuries.

(c) ORIGINAL PAINTINGS of Bailey, Paremakkel Goberna-
dor, Alexander de Campo, Nidhiri Manikathanar, Chavara Kuria-
kose Elias etc.

(d) A LIGHT AND SOUND PROGRAMME depicting the
apostolate of St. Thomas in South India.

(e) VARIOUS MODES OF DRESSES worn by christians of
Kerala (Dolls)

(f) VASCO DA GAMA'’S SHIP (model in wood)

(g) ORIGINAL ANCIENT METAL LAMPS FROM
CHURCHES (Bronze Gallery) e.g. peacock lamp, Kolvilakku,
lamp with bird capital, Thanduvilakku, Kindi- vilakku, Brass col-
ambi.77

(h) MULTIBRANCHED TORCHES: Deepayashti or Theevet-
ti from churches.

(1) ROCKWORK: inscriptions, altar stones, pedestals with and
without Persian crosses.

(j) TEN OBJECTS, WRITINGS AND PAINTINGS connect-
ed with Chavara Kuriakos Elias, Sr. Alphonsa and the Mannanam
Monastery.

(k) WOODWORK FROM CHURCHES e.g. Kallada Oupen
and message of the Cross from Kundara; Ramshethi and candle-
sticks from Vazhakulam; Ramshethi, Roopakkoodu and St. Sebas-
tian from Chungam; Mother (with raised leg) carrying Jesus (and
an olakuda) from Muthalakodam; Netturpetti from Mavelikkara;
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Palanquin (Pallakku) from old seminary.

(1) Two edged Kayamkulam sword and one edged christian
panikker sword.

(m) Middle-east mysterious metal cross with inscriptions, Gold
and Silver “Mother and Child” from Thumpamon Cathedral.

(n) COLLECTION OF CHRISTIAN MALAYALAM BOOKS
printed from 1700 onwards.

(0) MODEL OF ANCIENT KALLOOPARA WOODEN
CHURCH.

(p) Images, modern christian paintings, figures etc.
(q) Ola (Cadjan leaf) writings from Nagapuzha church.

(r) THE FIRST TILE (1865) made by Basel mission, Manga-
lore.

(s) MODELS OF PERSIAN CROSSES (St. Thomas Mount,
Kottayam, Alangadu).

(t) Groups of photographs, blowups etc., on screens.

GROUP 1 Objects in the portico of a church e.g. wooden
and granite pillars, intricate rafters, peculiar gabled roofing with
“Monthayam”, half wall for sitting, Elephant doors, facades etc,
from Angamaly, Chengannur, and Thumpamon churches.

GROUP 2 Objects in front of the church: Granite crosses, gran-
ite lampstands, Kottuppura, Padippura, flag staffs, fortifications,
balustrades etc., from Paravur, Palayur, Changanachery, Chengan-
nur, Kundara, Kaduthuruthy, Kanjoor etc.

GROUP 3 Granite Open air crosses: Bases, shafts, inscriptions,
reliefs from Kaduthuruthy, Chengannur, Kanjoor, Chathannur,
Muthalakodam, Mylacombu, Chungam, etc.

GROUP 4 Baptismal fonts in rock: Bases and fonts from
Edappally, Kanjoor, Kadamattom. Mylacombu. Muthalakodam,
Thumpamon etc.

GROUP 5 Wood work: Beams with Kali, Garuda and Virgin
Mary (Kundara), Pushpam (Chungam and Palai), Throne (Palai),
Statues (Chugam), Altars (Puthenpeedika, Alangad), Chirava with
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many ‘tongues’ etc.

GROUP 6 Metal work: Lamps in Bronze and brass wedding
crowns in gold of bride and groom, Silver Caskets, Gold crosses
and candle sticks, censors, Anavilakku etc.

GROUP 6 (b) House, furniture, utensils of Herman Gundert

GROUP 7 Mural paintings and other paintings (Cheppad, Pa-
liakkara, Ollur, Kudamaloor, Kuravilangad).

GROUP 8 Portraits of Orthodox Metropolitans
GROUP 9 L.M.S. Pioneers, Baily, Nagercoil Seminary

GROUP 10 Rockwork in churches: Rock reliefs, Linga and
Yoni, Muni and Angel, Hunting and mating scenes, animals,
Adam and Eve.

GROUP 11 Festivals in churches: Mahe, Pallippuram, Parel,
Kuravilangad, Ollur.

GROUP 12 Churches and Cathedrals: Attingal, Neendakara,
Pattom Cathedral, Thiruvalla Cathedral, Chungam, Kuravila-
ngad.

GROUP 13 Statues from churches: Cheppad, Kanjoor, Vazhak-
kulam etc. and a Pooja kinar from Muthalakodam.

(u) Paintings showing beginning of Education, hospitals, social
service in Kerala by christians.

(V) MEZHUVATTAKUDA AND OTHER CHURCH ORNA-
MENTS

(W) MODERN INDIAN CHRISTIAN PAINTINGS

(x) Book exhibitions and sale of christian literature are ar-
ranged in the Nalukettu (Nalukettu and Ettukettu are terms used
for houses of christians and other so-called high caste communi-
ties of Kerala).

(Organizer: Geroge Menachery)
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The Malankara Reunion
Golden Jubliee Celebrations - Dec. 1980

CHRISTIAN HISTORICAL
AND CULTURAL EXHIBITION

St. Thomas Ecumenical Centre, Kottayam
General Outline

In Front of the the Exhibition Buildings
(St. Thomas Ecumenical Centre)

In the courtyard a huge model of the 48-foot open air granite
cross of Kaduthuruthy has been put up. Near the cross stand the
two other objects found in front of the ancient Churches of Kerala
Viz. the wooden flagstaff (as at Paravoor) and the granite Deep-
astamba (Lampstand) (as at Kallooppara). At the entrance a huge
cut-out of Christ standing over a revolving Globe (with the motto
of the celebrations) is seen. On the right side of Christ kneels Mar
Ivanios the architect of the Re-Union, praying for Unity.

Three Tazhakkudas (Ceremonial processional Umbrellas) in-
cluded in the 72 aristocratic privileges of Syrian Christians and a
Manjal another such privilege are placed along the corridor.

The Doorway itself is decorated with 50 burning candles repre-
senting the 50 years of United Life.

THE SIGNIFICANT EXHIBITS CAN BE CLASSIFIED
THUS:

I. MAPS: Showing. e. g. (1) the Seven Churches founded by St.
Thomas in Kerala; (2) Route taken by St. Thomas in his Mis-
sion to India; (3) The fields of work of St. Peter; (4) the Mis-
sionary travels of St Paul; (5) the hundred-odd 15th Century
Churches in Kerala mentioned by Gouvea, Journado, Coim-

@ISO O 6)(aldad. (8AI) ERIGDET €2MIECIE BIFIERS(OMN0 321



bra, 1606; (6) the 21 Catholic Dioceses of Kerala; (7) Ecclesi-
atical provinces of India; (8) lighted map of the route taken by
Mar Joseph (1778- 1786) to Rome in the cause of Re-Union.

II. CHARTS: e. g. The 72 privileges granted to Christians by an-
cient Kings and Emperors of Kerala by means of copper plate
and rock edicts, including Pakalvilakku, Anamelnir- mannu,
Thandu, Kuda, Kurava, Pallaku, etc.

2) Major events in the history of Kerala Churches such as the Oath
of Koonan Cross (1653).

3) The individual Churches of the East;

4) Photographs of the Copper Plates of 849 A. D. (Tharisappalli).
5) The Ecumenical Councils and the Popes who summoned them.
IT1. ORIGINAL PAINTINGS:

Mostly contemporary, of Paramakkal Gobernador, Alexander De
Campo, Nidhirikkal Mani Kathanar, Mar Sebastiani.

IV. ORIGINAL ANCIENT METAL LAMPS FROM CHURCH-
ES:

(Bronze gallery) e.g. four-pillared lamp from Ramapuram,six-pil-
lared lamp from Punnathara, Pakalvilakku from Mattom
(Christian Cultural Museum, Trichur), three hanging lamps
from Kottukappally family and Chayal.

V. BRONZE BELLS: (1) Huge bronze bell from Kuravilangad,
1584, containing Syriac term ‘Emadalaha’ (Theotokos); (2)
different types of altar bells from Punnathara and Kokka-
mangalam.

VI. BRONZE: Set of 16 Kindies from Kottukappally family; set
of three altar Kindies from Punnathara.

VII. Huge bronze spittoon (Kolambi) Puthenpura Kunjuvareed
collections, Kattur.

VIII. Bronze bucket for holy water from Kura- vilangad; Bronze
Measuring Kutti (Chungam); Bronze censors (Kanjirappally
and Thiruvithamkodu), and Bronze Kunthurikka Kappal.

IX. SILVER legged Nadappandal (Canopy) - Kaduthuruthy.
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X.SILVER holy water sprinkler (Soppakkol & Cup)- Kaduthuruthy.
XI. SILVER candle sticks (Sleehal), Chungam.

XII. GOLD PLATED processional Candle sticks- (slechal)

XIII. Five multi-branched processional iron torches Uzhavoor.
XIV. OLD IRON Kathinakutti-Uzhavoor.

XV. Huge OLD type multiple lock - Uzhavoor.

XVI. METAL cross, lamp etc. from Chayal and Ramapuram.

XVII. BRASS model of original granite Persian Cross of Mut-
tuchira.

XVIII. Key presented to Mar Gregorios by Pope Paul VI.
XIX. GRANITE holy water font-Kaduthuruthy.

XX. GRANITE Lamp stand-Kalluppara (Christian Cultural
Museum, Trichur).

XXI. GRANITE Chuttuvilakku-Kalluppara (C. C. M. Trichur).

XXII. GRANITE weight (Thulabharam), Mattom (C. C. M. Trich-
ur).

XXII. GRANITE Persian Cross-Kaduthuruthy,
XXIV. GRANITE Vattezhuthu Piece-Kaduthuruthy

XXV. GRANITE hand of a lady with bangle- Mattom (C. C. M.
Trichur).

XXVI. GRANITE and laterite pieces, Pre-historic and historic,
used at Nilakkal.

XXVII. 18th Cent. Painting of St. Thomas and Christ-Chungom
(Tapestry).

XXVIIL 18th Cent. Painting of Annunciation- Chungom (Tapes-
try)

XXIX. 18th Cent. Painting of Assumption-Chungom (Tapestry)

XXX. 18th Cent. Painting of Crucifixion-Chungom (Tapestry)

XXXI. 17th Cent, wood panel-Annunciation-Chungom-Muttuchi-
ra.
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XXXII. 17th Cent. wood panel-Nativity Muttuchira.

XXXIII. 17th Cent. wood panel-Finding of Jesus- Muttuchira.
XXXIV. 17th Cent. wood panel-Baptism of Christ- Muttuchira.
XXXV. 17th Cent. wood panel-The Pentecost-Muttuchira.
XXXVI. 17th Cent. wood panel-Madonna and Child-Muttuchira.

XXXVIL 19th Cent. Canvas Syrian Christian Woman with typi-
cal Costume and Mekkamothiram, Puthenpura. Kunjuvareed,
Collections- Kattur.

XXXVIII. 18th Cent. wood panel- processional flag, Valiapally.
XXXIX. Wooden cut out of the giving of the keys to Peter.

XL. Objects used by Mar Ivanios (1) Cot. (2) Cane Chair (3) Wood-
en Chair (4) Kneeler (5) Walking stick (6) Reading Stand.

XLI. A Painting of Margam Kali.

XLII. Dolls representing Eastern Ecclesiastical Dignitaries with a
photograph of Cardinal Rubin.

XLII. Dolls representing different religious congregations work-
ing in the Malankara Church.

XLIV. 7 Processional Umbrellas, Mezhuvettakuda (Thazhakuda)
from Chungom and Kaduthuruthy.

XLV. Alavattom from Ramapuram, Kuravilangad and Muttuchira.

XLVI. Liturgical Vestments, 17th and 18th Cent., from Muttuchi-
ra, Kuravilangad & Kaduthuruthy with heavy Kassavu orna-
mentation.

XLVII. The Kunnassery sword of the Kaduthuruthy Diwans (Bish-
op’s House, Kottayam.)

XLVIIL. Ivory statue of Our Lady from Kodungalloor.

XLIX. Nettoor Petty (box for ornaments) Puthenpura Collections,
Kattur.

L. Model of Nazrani Ornaments down the Centuries (C.C.M.
Trichur).
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LI. Model of Ancient Kalluppara Church.

LII. Water from the Palayoor Church Pond connected with St.
Thomas.

LIII. Manjal from Kottekkad (C.C.M. Trichur).

LIV. Exquisitely carved wooden Tabernacle, Kuravilangad.

LV. The wooden flowers for the alter (Ramshethy), Kuravilangad.
LVI. Wood carvings, Uzhavoor Church.

LVII. Wooden statue of St. Anna teaching Mary the Alphabet,
Kaduthuruthy.

LVIII. Stand for Taksa-Uzhavoor-from a single piece of wood.
LIX. Wooden bell (Maramani), Uzhavoor.

LX. Part of ancient pieta, wood, Kuravilangad.

LXI. Our Lady, wood, Kuravilangad.

LXII. Rare wooden statue of Thomas Cana, Kaduthuruthy.
LXIII. Old Candlesticks, wood, Uzhavoor.

LXIV. Wooden Replica of St. Thomas Cross.

LXV. Wooden angel and flower, Kaduthuruthy.

LXVI. Part of carved wooden ceiling. Kaduthuruthy.

LXVII. St. Augustine, wood, Kuravilangad.

LXVIIIL. Part of ancient Palanquin of Paramakkal Gobernador,
Ramapuram.

LXIX. Eight pronged Chirava from a single piece of wood,
Kuravilangad.

LXX. Wooden Cross, Kottakavu, Paravoor Church.

LXXI. Carved altar pillar, Ramapuram.

LXXII. Metal encased wooden-Bhandaram, Kaduthuruthy.
LXXIII. Board for Counting different types of coins, Ramapuram.

LXXIV. “Last Supper” carved out of a single piece of wood,
Muttuchira.
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LXXV. The Rubbing of the Si-an-fu-inscription and the letters of
Mar Abdisho, Mar Mellus and Mar Roccos (from Mar Aprem,
Trichur)

LXXVI. The letter of Paramakkal Gobernador (from the Palai Ca-
thedral).

The Reunion Event Hall: Introduces a light and sound pro-
gramme of the Call of Moses from the burning bush to bring out his
own people from Egypt to the promised land. Life of Mar Ivanios
is exhibited in sketches, paintings, and in photos and importance
is given to the Bethany at Mundan Mala. Heart breaking moment
of prayer on the eve of his departure from Mundanmala is in the
same pose of Christ’s prayer in Gethsemene before his Crucifix-
ion. Another important piece of wooden carving which describes
the reunion of thousands under the leader- ship of those pioneers.
Early books in Indian and Foreign languages, manuscripts, old let-
ters of dignitaries and leaders are also exhibited.

PHOTOGRAPHS

Enlargements of hundreds of photographs, having historical,
artistic, religious, architectural, anthro- pological, cultural, archae-
ological etc. significance for the Kerala Church also are exhibited
on a number of screens (All courtesy of the Photo Library of the
St. Thomas Christian Encyclopaedia of India, Trichur).

The organisers of the exhibition are especially thankful to Bish-
ops Vayalil, Kundukulam and Kunnacherry who gladly loaned
out objects of interest for the exhibition. Thanks are due to other
ecclesiastical dignitaries also who evinced great interest in the
exhibition.

Convener: Mother Immaculate, D. M.

Consultant: Prof. George Menachery, Director, Christian Cul-
tural Museum, Trichur and editor of the St. Thomas Christian En-
cyclopaedia.
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B e myeniawo 10

EXILARATING ROMAN
EXPERIENCES OF

PROF. GEORGE MENACHERY
Roman Holydays of the writer-
a frelance Indian Jaournalist- Turn into a memorable
Vatican Adventure and Roman Holiday

Prof. George Menachery had read and written much about PA-
PAL ELECTIONS. When he went to Rome as a free lancer for
the October 1978 election where the conclave of Cardinals chose
the present Pontiff His Holiness Pope John Paul II, he had merely
wanted to experience at first hand the joy and excitement of a pa-
pal election as described in classics he had read many times over
such as Morris West’s ‘SHOES OF THE FISHERMAN”, Irving
Stone’s ‘The Agony and the Ecstasy’, and Henry Morton Robin-
son’s ‘The Cardinal’. But his Roman holidays turned into a mem-
orable adventure. Read about it here.

The Cardinals were arriving one by one for the ‘Mass for the
Election of the Pope’. They entered the cobbled courtyard behind
St.Peter’s Basilica in huge cars and walked towards the special
back-door of the Basilica quite close to the main altar.After the
Mass they would enter the Conclave (‘with key’) and proceed to
elect behind locked doors the next spiritual leader of the crores-
strong Catholic community of the world and the temporal head of
the State of Vatican.

I was the only Indian among the 1300 press reporters from all
over the world in Rome that October accredited by Archbishop
Pancharoli’s Vatican Press Office.Of these 300 belonged to the
English-speaking group. The Italian group was 320-strong, the
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Vatican accreditation given to Card won by Menachery for
George Menachery by the Vatican Press Office the Mass for the Election
of the Pope

French were 200 odd, and the Spanish/Portuguese 140. In addition
there were more than 300 TV crew members. Apart from two or
three selected TV teams only fourteen of the 1300 reporters who
had arrived to report the papal elections were permitted to enter
the Basilica for the function to report and to take exclusive photo-
graphs.

These were selected by lot during the briefing sessions and [
was extremely lucky to get one of those fourteen coveted cards.
Some well-known magazines and papers from the United States
and France were willing to pay huge amounts for this card. In fact
some of the fourteen photographers present now at the Basilica
door represented the most famous magazines and newspapers of
the world, having procured the cards from the original lucky win-
ners paying quite hefty sums.

One of the very first to arrive to attend that crucial function
before the all-important Conclave locked its doors against the out-
side world was Lawrence Cardinal Picachy of Calcutta. As he got
down from the huge car on to the vast brick-paved yard and pro-
ceeded towards the Basilica my Minolta flashed twice or thrice.
One or two other pressmen also photographed the Cardinal from
India, I noticed with pleasure.

It was with a huge coterie of admirers and followers that Car-
dinal Siri arrived. So also Cardinal Benelli. Both were front-run-
ners in the first ballots in the previous election and one of these
two was expected to come out of the Conclave as the new Pope.
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Hence the photographers vied with each other in taking their pic-
tures. I also took one each. But I was now mainly waiting for the
arrival of Cardinal Parecattil of Ernakulam, ‘my Cardinal’. Then
came Cardinal Rossi of Propaganda in the company of Archbishop
Lourdusamy (now a Cardinal). They talked serious business for a
while before the Cardinal entered the Basilica and Lourdusamy
went back. I didn’t forget to snap the duo.

But now the sound of music from inside the Basilica was grow-
ing louder and louder. Like the Wedding-guest in Coleridge’s ‘An-
cient Mariner’ I had to still reluctantly tarry waiting for my Cardi-
nal to arrive. There was still no sign of his car. Most of my fellow
photographers were preparing to enter the church to cover the
Mass and the decisive guide-line speech to the Cardinals. It was
then that I noticed a solitary figure in red approaching from the
huge gateway. This Cardinal looked lonely, tired, and crestfallen,
yet somehow upholding the dignity of a prince of the Church. He
alone among all the Cardinals arrived on foot, walking hurriedly
towards the Basilica. No camera aimed to take his picture com-
ing as he was without benefit of admirers and supporters. One or
two of the big-time photgraphers from the US were looking at this
pitiable figure almost it seemed contemptously. “There are lots of
unused frames in my Minolta. I need only a few more to cover
Cardinal Parecattil. So why not snap him, whom nobody appears
to care for?”, I thought. And so I took a photo of this lonely man.
He raised his head in some surprise, and went in silently. Soon
afterwards Cardinal Parecattil came from the gianicolo hospital
where he was staying, smiled at me, and went in, the very last
Cardinal to enter the Basilica.

October 16 1978, Evening

With thousands I stood in the Piazza San Petro between the
colossal columns of Bernini near his fountain and the huge obelisk
in the Vatican looking at the thin pipe raising its head to the left of
Michaelangelo’s mammoth dome from the famous fresco-adorned
Sistine Chapel to see whether it would spit white smoke this time,
fifty-six long hours and seven ballots after the Cardinals had been
locked up inside to elect one, most probably from among them-
selves, as the new successor of St. Peter. Two days back I had the
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Card won by Menachery for
visiting the Conclave area

rarest of privileges to study the arrangements in the conclave area
as the goddess of fortune had given me one of the sixty cards dis-
tributed by lot among the 1300 journalists to inspect the secrets of
the Conclave. I was especially attracted to the pepper containers
on the tables of each cardinal who will be attending the Conclave.
I told fellow journalists how two millennia back 100s of 1000s of
gold coins minted by Caesar Augustus who forced pregnant Mary
to travel all the way to Bethlehem, Tiberius Caesar the master of
Pontius Pilate, and the ‘fiddling” Nero had found their way into
distant Kerala in exchange for Kerala’s pepper and pearls and how
Alaric the Goth had asked for 3000 pounds of Indian pepper. as
ransom to free the Senate Fathers of Rome. From the stoves ar-
ranged to burn straw and chemicals to produce the white and black
smoke I put some coal pieces into my coat pocket as mementos of
this historic visit to the Conclave area.

Now, standing in the St. Peter’s square or piazza I looked at the
balcony of the Basilica to test my newly bought binoculars. Some
days back I had gone up to the roof of the basilica to examine the
marvels of its architecture. As a student and teacher of art and
architecture this exercise has always given me immense pleasure.
On this occasion however I had another motive also. I had always
wanted to touch the thin white pipe that would inform the world
the election or non-election of a Pope. So with the intention of
touching the pipe I approached it. But many wooden barricades
had been erected to prevent just such an attempt. While I proceed-
ed towards the pipe disregarding the barricades I could see from
the corner of my eye a policeman coming towards me to prevent
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my proceeding further. Pretending not to see the arm of the law
coming nearer and nearer and now shouting something very loud,
I walked quickly to the pipe and touched it. Turning around I saw
the furious policeman who immediately caught hold of my arms.
I innocently asked him in Malayalam what the matter was. He
shouted again. I repeated my question in Malayalam again. Then
in broken - very broken - English I told him I could not understand
what he was saying. In despair he brought me out beyond the mo-
bile barricades and pushed me in the direction of the staircase and
shouted something like GOOOQ! That was a week ago

Now I was standing in the square or piazza looking at the bal-
cony of the Basilica and the Sistine roof. Suddenly the tip of the
pipe began to spit white smoke. The crowd began a deafening
non-stop shout “Bianca! Bianca!” It’s white, it’s white. “We Have
a New Pope! We Have a New Pope!” Tens of thousands were
soon concentrating their attention on the balcony where the new
Pope’s name would be announced and where the Pope himself
would eventually appear. But within twenty-four minutes of the
election of the Pope Osservatore Romano the official organ of the
Vatican came out at 6.43 p.m. carrying a half-page picture of the
new Pope. I bought a copy from the boy selling the paper like hot
cakes among the crowd to see who had been finally elected. To my
surprise [ saw the lonely hero of my photograph keenly looking at
me from the front page. He was the new Pope. But I didn’t know
until then the name or country of Karol Joseph Woyitila. Even
when Cardinal Felici announced the name in sonorous Latin very
few in the crowd could recognize it. Once again the Italian adage
was proved true: “He who goes into the Conclave Pope comes
out Cardinal” - and the last and very least became the first, a Po-
laco, a non-Italian in 400 years, that too from the underground of
a communist country - from the fourth world, so to say - as had
happened to Anthony Quinn as Kiril Cardinal Lakota in the Holy-
wood version of The Shoes of the Fisherman.

The huge lamps of the Vatican Palace and the Propaganda Col-
lege started to flood the St. Peter’s Square, together with the huge
Roman moon lighting up the whole area and converting night into
day. By this time the crowd had swelled to some two hundred
thousand souls filling the whole square and the Via De La Con-
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ciliazione up to river Tiber. It was another half an hour before the
Pope appeared on the balcony to give his blessing Urbi et Orbi - to
the City and to the World. Before giving that Latin blessing he
talked to the people in simple Italian - to their great delight and to
the displeasure of the Curia officials. ‘Viva il Papa’ Long Live the
Pope, the crowd shouted again and again. ° Polonnia! Polonnia!’
Poland, Poland. Bearing witness to the birth of a new era the bells
in the four hundred churches of Rome began to ring, led by the
eleven ton Kanchenone of the St. Peter’s Basilica.

October 18 1978, Morning

When I came to see Cardinal Parecattil once again at the hos-
pital Gianicolo where he used to stay when in Rome I showed him
the pictures I had taken. Of himself, Lourdsamy, Picachy and the
new Pope as they were arriving at the courtyard entrance of the
basilica. He couldn’t believe that I had taken a picture of the Pope
before the election, because nobody thought he would be elected.

It was in a way my visit to Cardinal Parecattil at Ernakulam to
bid him bon voyage that was the occasion for my deciding to go
to Rome. Bishop Sebastian Mankuzhikkary who knew the Cardi-
nal’s affection for me jokingly said to me then, ‘Are you not going
with the Cardinal to Rome?’ I replied, © I will go if he takes me
with him.” Of course the picture of many cardinals during previous
elections taking an assistant with them came to my mind — that
was not possible now after Pope Paul the Sixth had forbidden the
custom in his directions for the papal election. After the departure
of the Cardinal to the airport on his way to Rome for the election
I brooded over the possibility of going to Rome for the election. I
had read up so much on the election for many, many years that my
desire to be in Rome during an election had become something of
an obsession with me. This was my last chance, I thought.

Fortunately for me the largest circulated daily of Kerala and In-
dia agreed to part finance my expenses and what is more to publish
my reports from the Vatican — if in fact they reached India in time
— chances for which were quite nonexistent in those days. When
I told Bishop Kundukulam of Trichur and others the same day
about my desire they all encouraged me very much in this matter.
And so I arrived in Rome just two days after the Cardinal’s arrival,
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which itself was a miracle — what with visa regulations, reserva-
tion hitches and what not. He was very glad to see me there. |
was able to meet him there often and learn about the discussions
among the Cardinals about the forthcoming election. Cardinal Pi-
cachy and Archbishop Lourdusamy also talked to me often. It all
helped me to send relevant reports to India.

After meeting every Cardinal individually and after meeting
the heads and representatives of the various countries who had ar-
rived to congratulate the new Pope His Holiness gave an audience
to the Press on the eve of the “Coronation”, to which not only the
1300 journalists with Vatican’s accreditation but many more were
invited. While waiting at the bottom of the Great Staircase leading
to the hall in the Vatican Palace where the audience was to take
place somebody who appeared to know me told me from behind
to proceed. I didn’t know why I should try to go before the others.
Any way [ tried. But the two Swiss Guards stopped me with their
extended spears. Picp& +caption Dejected, I climbed down the
steps. Then somebody from the Oriental Congregation appeared
from behind the Swiss Guards from near the audience hall and
beckoned me. Though the guards protested at first finally they al-
lowed me to go up, also possibly because they were amused at my
timidity. When I entered the hall many seats were already taken
by officials and so on. The bearded official from the Congregation
was leading me in when a Rev. Sr. took me under her charge and
led me to the benches. She sat at the aisle end of one bench. When
I tried to take the seat by her side she asked me to take the seat be-
hind her. At that time I took it as an insult. (My 1972 experiences
of segregationist attitude in the New York Sub-Way were only too
strong in my mind.) But she only smiled. She was the official on
Radio Vatican who was in charge of all the Polish programmes,
and as such was very familiar with the new Pope as he used to give
many talks to his people in communist Poland over Radio Vatican.
She was a close friend and room-mate or something of the Rev.
Sister in charge of the Indian programmes and hence had seen me
often at the Radio Station. That was why she took me under her
charge. When the Pope finally came into the hall and was proceed-
ing to the rostrum he looked in our direction, and seeing the Polish
nun came towards us. He came and stood in front of us and began
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to talk to the Rev. Sr. Although the well-built ecclesiastic who was
the Pope’s body guard tried to prevent it I shook hands with the
Pontiff. The Sr. whispered to me, “Say something to the Pope, you
may never get such a chance in your whole life.” I gathered all
my courage, and in spite of the tough body guard’s piercing looks,
asked the Pope:” Your predecessor Pope Paul the Sixth did not
come to Kerala when he came to India, though there is an Apostol-
ic Church there. Will Your Holiness visit Kerala?”” I completed the
question somehow. I do not know whether the Holy Father heard
or understood me fully. But he replied in perfect English, “Why
Not?” That was quite enough for me, and for the body-guard too
I suppose because he whisked the Pope away towards the rostrum
with all his might.

After that the next day’s Mass for the Commencement of the
Ministry and “Coronation” - the term is no more used and the
three tiered crown is no more seen - was not such a great treat
though it was pleasant to watch the whole function on the steps of
the Basilica’s facade from the vantage point of the balconies over
the Bernini columns in the company of great journalists from the
world over.

Why was Cardinal Woitila so late that day on which the Con-
clave began? Why was he so tired-looking? These questions trou-
bled my mind often in the next several years whenever I looked
at the rare Photo that I had published in some papers and at the
Vatican accreditation card and all those other rare and wonderful
press cards I was lucky to draw.

Then I went to Rome once again in 1985. I had an appointment
with the chief of the Vatican Museums. 1 had persuaded him to
allow me to take the photographs of the hundred odd statues of
almost all the popular Hindu Gods and Goddesses that the eth-
nological museum possessed for my Indology volume (i.e. of the
St. Thomas Christian Encyclopaedia of India). Such an exhaustive
collection I hadn’t seen in India even. But when I arrived in the
museum for the final sanction the director was absent. However
he had made arrangements for me to meet his assistant Msgr. Pan-
kowiski, who was from Poland. To curry favor with him I told him
that I had organised much of the Malankara Golden Jubilee Exhi-
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bition at Kottayam in 1980 that was inaugurated by the Polish Car-
dinal Rubin, and a large picture of the Polish Cardinal had been
displayed by us in the exhibition hall which is today the home of
the St. Ephraem Ecumenical Research Institute. Then I told him
jokingly that I was the only journalist who knew a Polaco would
be elected to the Holy See, and I told him the story of the late-com-
ing Cardinal Woitiva and my taking his photo. The asst. director
jumped up from his seat and told me the following interesting sto-
ry breathlessly gesticulating and standing all the time.

“Do you know why he was late that day?” I said I did not know.
Then he said: ““ You know he is a great devotee of the blessed Vir-
gin Mary, like most of us Poles.”

That was quite true. Most Poles gift you pictures of our lady of
Chestochowa, as the Rev. Sr. from radio Vatican had done when
we met during the Papal audience for journalists. “Almost the
whole weekend before the commencement of the Conclave ( the
Msgr. continued) the cardinal was away at the Mountain Shrine of
Mary at Mentorella, praying for the Church to get a Good Shep-
herd at the election. On the morning of the Conclave after the
prayers he stood talking to a Polish monk there for a few minutes.
So when he came to the valley climbing down two miles the only
bus to Rome had already gone. Rome was far away and he had to
reach Rome before the doors of the Conclave were locked. Then
he got a bus but it broke down some thirty miles away from Rome.
(Cardinal Woitiva travelled only by bus, and always wore only
tattered old black clothes.) There was no other bus. As directed by
a sympathetic villager he approached the driver of an unused bus
who was on holiday and told him his plight. The driver felt pity
for the Cardinal and took him to the Vatican, the Msgr. concluded.
Now I understood why he was late that morning and also why
he looked so tired and depressed. Only then did I understand the
reason why the Pope soon after his election flew to Mentorella in
a helicopter (not in a bus this time!) to venerate the little wooden
statue of Mary there.

That journey was the prologue to the new Pope’s many jour-
neys to destinations beyond the Vatican and Rome, even to the
ends of the world.
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B eemyeawo 11

EDITOR’S
JOTTINGS

Early during the fortnight-long All-India Seminar on ‘The
Church in India Today,” Bangalore, May 1969, the present writer
was approached by two well-known scholars of Kottayam with the
request that he introduce a resolution on the need for permitting
pastors of different Indian rites to attend to the spiritual needs of
their own fold scattered throughout the country and even abroad.
The necessary two-hundred-odd participants’ signatures for eligi-
bility to move the resolution had already been obtained. (There
were 485 participants eligible to vote, including 2 cardinals, 14
archbishops, 47 bishops, 3 prefects apostolic, 4 exarchs ...) This
writer introduced the resolution at 7 p.m. on the 24th of May. The
discussion “did go through a period of apprehension” is how the
official printed report Ever Ancient Ever New describes what then
took place. In fact the debate boisterously proceeded past mid-
night till 2. a. m. the next day—with tiny breaks for supper, ice
cream (11.50 p. m.), and black coffee (1 a. m.)—overrunning by
six hours the allotted time. Finally a compromise resolution had
to be moved by one of the seminar secretaries, Fr. Jonas Thali-
ath (afterwards bishop of Rajkot), which was accepted. “In the
debate which preceded this, important people had said that the
ac- ceptance of the resolution would be an event of Pentecostal
importance for the future of the Catholic Church in India. Great
thanksgiving and rejoicing followed the acceptance of the resolu-
tion with a unanimous vote,” My Impressions of the All-IndiaSe-
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minar, N.C. Sargant, Anglican bishop of Mysore.

In the course of the tense hours of argumentation and contro-
versy this writer needed some clarifications on certain aspects of
Indian church history. Unfortunately, it transpired to one’s disap-
pointment and surprise that many august persons present did not
have any clear idea about even the major developments in the his-
tory of Christianity in India. Then and there was conceived the
idea of putting together a booklet on the subject for the use of
individuals in the same plight.

These lines are penned here in deference to the persistent and
specific requests made by a large number of important persons
curious to know something of the inspiration, methods, and de-
velopments which led to the publication of the two companion
series viz. the T. En. and the Classics and to the commencement of
related projects, especially because no introductions had appeared
in the second and first volumes of the T. En., and the editor had
appended his own name to no article therein.

In those days the (former) Cochin State archaeological muse-
um was surviving in an upstairs verandah of the Trichur town hall,
which edifice also housed the town library. Loitering there one day
soon after the seminar the writer came upon a dozen or so annu-
al administration reports of the royal Cochin archaeologist which
were still on sale for annas two and three apiece. The reports made
a deep impression on this writer and influenced him to visit the
churches in and around Kanjur. The art, architecture, and artifacts
come across launched the writer on a voyage of discovery into the
realms and beauties of Kerala’s own art and architecture which he
is still enjoying with unabated enthusiasm. These incessant wan-
derings convinced the writer that the envisaged work must surely
contain lots and lots of photographs, maps, and other graphics,
sadly lacking in the works even of the best writers till that date.

By this time the original intention to write a mere booklet had
grown into the decision to produce a full-fledged book.

The Thomas story had always fascinated this writer as it had
fascinated every other young Christian of Kerala. Many hours of
thought had been spent by one on the various and vexatious as-
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pects of the Thomas question, and solutions which appeared origi-
nal and even brilliant had been arrived at. But often when perusing
some old masters it was found that the same or similar solutions
and conclusions had occurred to their authors travelling more or
less the same routes. This convinced the compiler that if the work
done by earlier writers were better known, and readily available,
much scholarly energy, time, and money could be saved to better
purpose and scholars beginning to research on related problems
could build on the work of those who had gone before, instead of
doing the same work over and over again in fact, greater heights of
scholarship and knowledge could be scaled standing as it were on
the shoulders of the pioneers. (This was one of the considerations
that prompted the inclusion of an item “reproductions from the
classics” in the scheme published in early 1970 of the St. Thomas
Christian Encyclopaedia of India.)

It was further observed that even doctoral scholars often could
not find the complete books from which they frequently quoted
depending generally only on the very same passages quoted re-
peatedly by earlier writers. Such hackneyed quotations in many
cases had, in passing from author to author and printer to printer,
lost much in accuracy. Also it was noticed that English-speaking
students even when working at Rome or Louvain or Lisbon were
mostly making use of material from English books only. And for
students in India even such books were practically out of reach
because not even the three or four best libraries in the country own
more than a handful of the thirty seven titles here included/repre-
sented. These and other considerations went into the decision to
reproduce as many classics as possible wholly or partially as part
of the T. En., specially for the use of readers in India

Before long it became apparent that one could not at all by
oneself do justice to the innumerable and varied topics which had
to be covered in depth in a work of the kind now planned. Hence
it was decided to seek the cooperation of the best scholars in each
area to contribute their special knowledge in their respective fields
of specialisation. Thus gradually the concept of the Thomas Ency
clopaedia evolved and matured. To help and encourage further
studies on various topics connected with the history and devel-
opment of Christianity in India it was also decided to add, at least
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to each major article, detailed bibliographies and exhaustive end-
notes. And instead of the usual dictionary type entries the, per-
haps, more appropriate chronological or other such arrangement
of Major Articles was resorted to. There were also Minor Arti-
cles, alphabetically arranged, for quick reference. This Macropae-
dia-Micropaedia arrangement was soon found to be more useful
by other encyclopaedists also.

The articles and illustrations for all the volumes of the T. En.
were ready more or less by Easter 1971 But the work could not be
produced as scheduled chiefly owing to lack of finances. To enable
as many publications as possible to come out for the 19th Thomas
Sheela Death Centenary celebrations the collected materials were
given wide publicity through handouts, magazines, and offprints;
and the ‘Panorama of Indian Christianity’ Exhibitions that were
organised by the T. En. at Ernakulam, Kottayam, Bangalore, Ma-
dras, and in a few cities abroad in 1971 and ‘72. Leaving aside the
already printed portions of the first volume of the T. En. the second
volume was published in April, 1973. The printing of the first vol-
ume could be completed only in February 1982

The unbearable financial position had compelled the organisers
to detach the ‘Reproductions from the Classics’ section from the
scheme of the T. En. The attempt is made in this volume through
the fifteen classics wholly reproduced, to trace back to their sourc-
es the traditions, customs, cultural trends, and historical insights
relating to the Nazranies (or the St. Thomas Christians as they are
more popularly known in the west) of Malabar in India. Here the
origins of those sources, and development from the first crude
expression of the idea to its streamlined researched modem form
may be seen. In order to make the book more complete, many
extracts have been added from twenty-two other works, either be-
cause they shed light on some particular aspect, or because they
contain a well-known expression of some line of thought, or be-
cause they relate to the development of some special group, sect,
or denomination. Both the complete Classics and the Extracts
have been generally arranged in the chronological order of their
publication, except in the case of two works where the date of
the original publication was in dispute. In a few instances the se-
lections lead back to the 17th and 18th centuries; although many
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quotations, foot-notes, and references obtain from the very days of
Christ and even earlier.

In its original conception, as a part of the St. Thomas Chris-
tian Encyclopaedia of India it was intended to include all Classics
which recur frequently as sources of notes and references, and are
in the constant quotidian use, of scholars and researchers. It has
been already intimated that, as the work proceeded, its scope ex-
panded somewhat, and the temptation was there to introduce sun-
dry subjects which may appear hardly to fall within the original
scope of such a work. Hence this companion series of the T. En.
includes a vast quantity of material not properly gradable and to
quote a librarian, © difficult if not impossible to come across else-
where’.

Just what is and what is not a Classic is often the subject of
learned controversy. We have Twain’s “A classic - something that
everybody wants to have read and nobody wants to read” at one
end, and at the other end the definition given by the youngest dic-
tionary two years old from the oldest publisher, “A classic is a
piece of writing which is well-known and of a high standard and
lasting value”. But this compiler has not concerned himself with
finely drawn distinctions. He has permitted himself the widest lat-
itude of inclusion, and has not disdained the lowest sources, as
every user of the volume will quickly discover.

For various reasons of time, bulk, price, general utility espe-
cially in India and certain other countries, &c. works in languag-
es other than English have been excluded. Again while some of
the books chosen are quite irreplaceable one could have perhaps
chosen in a few cases certain other books equally suitable instead
of the books that have actually been printed. But these selections
were finally decided upon as fulfilling the purpose as admirably
as any other combination or permutation of books. The classics
have been faithfully reproduced, retaining even the mistakes in the
original works in the interests of authenticity.

It should not at all be inferred from what has been said above
that it was from the abundance of the editor’s scholarship that the T.
En. and the Indian Church History Classics were conceived, com-
piled, and produced. On the other hand it was because, endeavour-
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ing to study and understand the history and culture of Christianity
in India for their own sake, in their various phases and aspects, in a
non-formal ambience, without any academic assistance, the editor
could fully understand and appreciate the difficulties faced and the
requirements felt by fresh scholars entering the field, that he could
attempt to place before them what they would most need. How-
ever it is a matter of satisfaction that having collected, translated,
corrected, edited, researched, and proof-read hundreds of articles
spanning more than a million words and a half already printed,
and having visited scores of libraries and archives and museums
all over the country and all over the world, and having spent hun-
dreds of hours in conversation with the greatest scholars, in related
spheres, and having stayed in innumerable key sites in his pho-
tography expeditions, the editor was perhaps in an advantageous
position to undertake the tasks that he did undertake. The months
and years spent in the company of artists, archaeologists, cartogra-
phers, designers, printers, camera and scanner technicians, block-
makers, engravers, computer addicts, etc. also stood him in good
stead in the performance of the various jobs. That is the most that
could be claimed in this regard.

In so far as the two sets of books are meant to be of assistance
to those who were not fortunate enough to afford to spend as much
time as the compiler on the study of the subject, no effort has been
spared to include as much material as possible within the limits
prescribed by the budget - inviting many reviewers’, often just,
ire for the inequality of the quality of the contributions, tautology,
reiteration, overlapping ... in their various guises and names. A
certain amount of overlapping was inevitable to ensure the ecu-
menical nature of the work in intent and content and to cover the
same subject area from various angles for better comprehension
and greater thoroughness.

The organisers, the publisher’s, and the editor’s hearts swell
with gratitude for the great encouragement received from eccle-
siastical dignitaries, the clergy and the laity; from the S. Oriental
Congregation, the Missio, the S. Congregation Propaganda Fide,
and the Archdiocese of Koln in the form of supportive gestures,
and from many generous hosts in far away lands and other climes;
and from many many others in the work of the T. En. from the
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very time its publication was announced more than a quarter cen-
tury ago. Thoughts of the respect, regard, and recognition shown
by librarians, the press and other media, governments, universi-
ties, research institutions and organisations, and our subscribers
and readers and especially by the CBCI, the KCBC, the SMBC,
and the CRI, and the friendly nuncios truly make us humble. Our
thanks are due in a large measure also to the patron, vice-patron,
members of the board of editorial consultants, contributors, print-
ers, and a vast number of others connected with the T En. which
could not be expressed in just a few words. As we have expressed
our indebtedness to our well-wishers in greater detail in the print-
ed and widely circulated speech of the editor delivered on the oc-
casion of the preparatory gathering ‘To Thank and to Remember’
held in connection with the commencement of the silver jubilee
celebrations of the T. En. on 1 April, 1997 we may be allowed to
terminate that matter here. A word of special thanks however to
friends of the older and younger generations who have contributed
the special introductions. Each except one has at least one doctoral
degree, and they together represent not less than three centuries
of Church History teaching in the best institutions and have be-
tween them authored at least a hundred books and have a thousand
scholarly papers to their credit. Some of the nearest and dearest
at home whose sacrifices were great all along may prefer to go
unmentioned. We acknowledge our thanks to those who permitted
us to use copyright material for the Classics.

Where we could not obtain such clearance in time for some
reason or other, we acknowledge the legal rights of such copyright
holders and crave their indulgence for any unintentional infringe-
ment of their rights.

It will not be necessary for the editor to dwell on the many
difficulties he has had to encounter in pursuing his largely solitary
labours, practically unsupported by various assistants who usual-
ly lighten the toil of encyclopaedists and lexicographers. Those
who understand what it is to be a pioneer in any such area, to be
as it were the first to break and clear the ground over a meagerly
trodden field will doubtless, in their candour, appreciate at its full
value the labour undergone in carrying these volumes to comple-
tion. They will also be prepared to expect inequality in execution,
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and many defects and inconsistencies throughout the whole body
of the works. No apology need, therefore, be made for these im-
perfections.

“Our Church and State are greatly indebted, I should say, to
Prof. Menachery, under whose initiative and persevering hard work
a number of pioneering research-based publications and projects
have seen the light of day. Like Veda-Vyasa he had brought to-
gether almost all the information that existed as legend, story, fact,
philosophy or whatever about Indian Christianity into an or-dered
whole for the first time in his much acclaimed Christian Encyclo-
paedia of India” —Cardinal Padiyara, the first Major Arch bishop.

“Where Universities and Governments have failed, the lov-
ing labour of a few has triumphed.”—M. G. S. Narayanan in the
Mathrubhoomi Weekly.

“This Encyclopaedia is a tool worth having for any library, for
any scholar interested in the history of Christianity for anyone
interested in understanding India and its religious heritage. Prof.
George Menachery has really achieved a tour de force in bringing
all this material together and putting out a well printed Eacyclo-
paedia which is both ecumenical and reliable. I commend it to
you unhesitatingly.”—Metropolitan Dr Paul Verghese, sometime
president of the WCC.

Such words perhaps are sufficient reward for the trials and trib-
ulations endured for three decades. Now that a major portion of
the heavy financial liabilities incurred has been settled through a
number of drastic steps—at one time there were more than half
a dozen suits filed by our not so patient creditors—our thoughts
went back to the Classics. A sort of blind optimism or foolhardy
trust in our celestial and also terrestrial well wishers, which has
developed in us down the three decades, alone gives us the cour-
age to go forward with the Classics and the remaining volumes of
the Thomas Encyclopaedia. Here we are.

Ollur, Thrissur
21 November, 1997
George Menachery
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John J. Panikulam

CHEVALIER PROF.
GEORGE MENACHERY

Our Chief Editor

The he PSMS Alumni, Thrissur Chapter can consider them-
selves lucky to get a seasoned stalwart, who has immense expe-
rience and qualification in literary and publication fields, as their
chief editor for this Herculean venture of publishing a comprehen-
sive souvenir in the 132nd year of the school.

Prof. George Menachery is a professor, anthropologist, indol-
ogist, historian of Syro- Malabar church and history of Kerala.
He is the editor of the St. Thomas Christian encyclopedia and
the Indian Church History Classics, and many other periodicals
and publications and has authored many books on various topics.
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Prof. Menachery is also the recipient of the ‘Order of St. Gregory
the Great’, known as the title of ‘Chevalier’, conferred on him by
Pope Benedict X VI, in 2008.

George Menachery was born on 2nd April 1938 in Kattoor,
Thrissur as the son of Erinjery Thoma Kochouseph of Ollur and
Puthenpura Kunjethy of Kattoor. He started his school education
at Pompeii St. Mary’s school, Kattoor and subsequently pursued
his higher education at various institutions like St Joseph’s Col-
lege Trichy, St. Thomas’ College Trichur, St. Joseph’s College
Devagiri, Calicut and University college Trivandrum. He started
his career as teacher and retired as Post Graduate Professor and
Head of the Department of English from St. Thomas’ College,
Thrissur. For the past thirty years he had been teaching theolo-
gians as visiting professor at the Pontifical Theology Institute, Al-
waye. Prof. Menachery was a member of the Senate of the Calicut
University and Executive member of Kerala Sahithya Academy,
member of Kerala Govt. Archaeology Advisory Board, National
Vice President of the Newman Association, President of Thrissur
Kalasadan (8 years), Executive member of Kerala History Asso-
ciation, Founder President of Kerala Historical Research Society,
Chairman of Board of studies (PG Department of cultural heritage
studies) of Malayalam University and served as member and Of-
fice bearer of many other Organizations and associations of high
stature.

Prof. George was present in Rome for the elections of Pope
John Paul II and Pope Francis, as a Vatican accredited Press cor-
respondent. He has travelled far and wide inside and outside In-
dia. He has visited more than 30 countries, mainly for Research
works, seminars and delivering lectures. In addition to his many
TV appearances in India and abroad, he has also collaborated with
Channel 4, Munich TV, National Geographic, BBC and CNN in
the production of documentaries.

He was instrumental in setting up various Cultural Museums in
Thrissur, Palayur, Kakkanad etc. Menachery has published many
books, scores of learned papers and hundreds of articles in vari-
ous journals and periodicals, in addition to scripting, researching,
television documentaries and delivering radio talks. Some of his
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major works are the following:-

1973: The St. Thomas Christian Encyclopaedia of India

1984: Pallikkalakalum Mattum (Malayalam)

1987: Trichur Archdiocesan Centenary Volume (Editorial
Board)

1996: St. Antony Octingenary Volume

1998: The Indian Church History Classics: The Nazaranies

2000: Thomapedia

2004: Christian contributions to Nation Building

2005: Glimpses of Nazarany Heritage

2006: The Indian Christian Directory ICD Deepika editor-
in-charge

CBCI Catholic Directory (Editorial Board)

2011: India’s Christian Heritage

2014: Aanayum Nazaraniyum (Malayalam)

2015: Pallikalile Chithraabhasangal (Malayalam)

2016: Dasaavathaarika (Malayalam)

2018: Facets of India’s Christian Legacy

He has won a number of awards, including the first Syro Mala-
bar Church Award (LRC), Mar Thoma Puraskaram, KCBC Thath-
vika Vaijnanika Award, P Thomas History Award, Nedumkunnam
History Award, John Alenchery History Award, Darshana Award,
Church History Association of India Distinguished Service Award,
Kerala Sabhatharam Award and many more.

Prof. George Menachery at present is leading an active life,
residing at Padinjare Angadi, Ollur with his wife Maggy (Vazhap-
pilly, Puthenvelikkara) and they have 5 children and 11 grandchil-
dren. We salute this Great octogenarian and express our gratitude
for his unmatched enthusiasm and spirit and untiring efforts taken
for this endeavor.
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