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George Menachery

Centuries-Old Paintings in Kerala Churches

The Churches of Kerala are
wonderful repositories of exquisite
murals and other paintings, though
generally not so well-known to the
Christians themselves and often
unrecognised by other communities.
In addition to the abundance of
murals there is a plethora of wooden
panels, cloth paintings, and
paintings in a variety of other media
in Kerala churches. This deluxe
volume is St. Thomas Christian
Encyclopaedia of India’s ultimate
rendition of the treasures of church
murals in particular and other
paintings in general distributed by
Dharmaram Publications [ISBN
978-81-992858-0-4]. The work
displays comprehensively and
exhaustively the invaluable treasures
of St. Thomas Christian art
tradition from the 13th- 14th

centuries to the present as no other
work has achieved or attempted

hitherto.

Dr. M. Velayudhan Nair,

Professor and Head, National
Museum Institute; Professor,
Conservation Committee of
International Council of Museums:
“ Kerala has the largest number of
mural sites after Rajasthan, and it is
high time that we should have
implemented effective precautionary
steps for preservation.....I am sure
the publication of the author Sri
George Menachery will go a long

way in achieving this noble cause.”

Dr. M. Nambirajan, Former Joint
Director-General, Archeological
Survey of India (ASI):

“’The book’s strongest asset is its
well-researched narrative and its
extensive colour reproductions of
church murals. The high quality
visuals provide invaluable access to
works otherwise difficult for scholars
or the public to view......In essence,
the book opens a crucial window
into Kerala’s Christian mural
heritage and is a comprehensive,
critical, research-driven study of the

material it so richly presents.”

An ideal gift for National and
International benefactors, English-
medium institutions, and Theology
students. It will be a proud

possession for Bishops’ Houses,

Theology Colleges, and CRI

Provincial Head-quarters which will
be highly appreciated by visitors and

well-wishers.

An instructive and entertaining
tome comparable to the National
Geographic books and expensive
Vatican Museum Guidebooks in
content, stunning visuals, materials
used and quality of production. The
gate-folds provide huge blow-up
vision of art works. The gold-foiled
and spot laminated covers, endurable
thick case binding, a useful location
map with distances of mural sites
from various cities of Kerala inserted
in the back inner-cover pouch, high
quality colour printing - all add to
the appeal of this distinctive and

unparalleled publication.
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